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Dear Parents and Learners,  

  

Welcome to our 2018 Curriculum Booklet. Please read it together and then feel able to understand 

what your next phase of learning at WPS will entail.  The booklet contains brief descriptions of the 

core GCSE courses you will be studying in Key Stage 4 but remember that teachers are only too 

pleased to discuss these with both learners and parents.  I hope that you will find the booklet 

informative and that it will help to inform you about the next three years of the education process, 

decisions that might also affect the years beyond that.    

  

I hope too, that you will take the opportunity to come into school at 6.00pm or 7.00pm on Monday 

5th February when we will offer further guidance and advice.  To help us plan for the evening, please 

book your place via www.schoolinterviews.co.uk and enter code: hrcq8. 

 

Why have options?  

Learners in Year 8 have completed almost two years at Wootton Park School and have experienced 

a wide range of subjects.  As they enter their GCSE education, they have an opportunity to study 

slightly fewer subjects but to a greater depth, ready for public examinations.  We ensure, however, 

that everyone maintains a balance of subjects while at the same time learners can begin to shape 

their education just a little, so that it more closely reflects their individual interests and abilities.  

 

Getting it right  

You cannot be sure that choices made in Year 8 will be right for a chosen career.  Learners’ ideas 

will probably change; employment opportunities and entry requirements certainly will.  That is why 

it is essential that, even when the choices are made, a broad and balanced range of subjects have 

been preserved.  Options for later need to be kept as open as possible and the subjects we require to 

be studied help to ensure this.  

  

To help learners with the transition to GCSE, they will be given support from their tutors and Mr Clarke, 

as well as subject teachers.  We welcome contact from parents, too, if you feel we can provide support.  

  

  
 

 

Mr D Rosser 

Principal  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Introduction   

As you prepare for your GCSE examinations, it is important that you maintain a broad and balanced curriculum. This 

booklet outlines which subjects you will be studying in Year 9 and an overview of each GCSE course. When you enter 

into Year 10, there will be an opportunity to select from a range of GCSE options and drop one or two subjects that you 

might be less excited about.  

  

Year 9 Subject Hours per week 

English Language & Literature GCSE  4 

Mathematics GCSE 4 

Humanities (Geography / History) GCSE 3 

Science (Double or Triple Science GCSE)  5 

Physical Education  2 

Spanish GCSE 3 

Life Skills / Philosophy and Ethics GCSE  1 

Computing 1 

Art 1 

Music 1 

 

Further information on these GCSE subjects is provided in this booklet.  All learners will continue to study general 

subjects including PE, Art, Music and Computing in Year 9.  

 

EBacc GCSEs (Subjects that count towards the English Baccalaureate or EBacc). The Government is encouraging 

learners and schools to take a combination of subjects called the EBacc. The EBacc is not a separate certificate, but it 

recognises learners who have a combination of English, Mathematics, Science, Humanities and Languages. At Wootton 

Park School, we believe that following the EBacc curriculum will offer our learners the broadest curriculum offer and 

ensure, that as many career pathways are open to them later in life.  

 

Additional Options 

When we move into our new building in September 2019, learners will be able to pick additional option choices as 

they start Year 10. These choices will be made in February 2019. At this point, learners will get an opportunity to stop 

studying Art, Computing and Music should they wish and select alternative subjects. 

 

Types of Qualifications 

GCSEs – there are a large number of other GCSEs to choose from which will have examinations and, sometimes, 

coursework or controlled assessments to be completed in class.  

Vocational courses – BTECs, Cambridge Technicals and Technical Awards are more work related.  These courses 

have a mix of continual assessment and fewer examinations.    

 

Supporting Learners in Year 9, 10 & 11  

We welcome your support for your children’s learning.  Learners are asked to approach tasks in a different way and 

they are expected to complete individual research.  The workload also increases markedly.  As parents, you can help by 

guiding learners, helping them to manage their time and providing the opportunity to research widely.  If, during this 

time, you have any queries or need assistance, you are welcome to contact the school.  

  

Core Support  

We will offer the chance for a very small number of GCSE learners to take slightly less options in Year 10, and to take 

Core Support. This course will provide extra literacy and numeracy. This will be discussed with learners and parents in 

February 2018. 

  

 



  

   

English Language and English Literature 

 

GCSE Examination Board:     AQA English Language (8700) and AQA English Literature (8702) 

 

Overview 

From September 2018, learners will be following the reformed GCSE English Language and English Literature specifications. 

Through the study of these dynamic and engaging new specifications, learners will be inspired, motivated and challenged by 

the broad range of texts explored.  

English Language will allow learners to: 

 Demonstrate skills in speaking, listening, reading and writing necessary to communicate with others confidently, 

effectively, precisely and appropriately. 

 Express themselves creatively and imaginatively. 

 Understand the patterns, structures and conventions of written and spoken English. 

 Select and adapt speech and writing to different situations and audiences. 

 Become a critical reader of a range of texts, including multi-modal texts. 

 Use reading to gain access to knowledge and to develop learners’ skills as a writer. 

 Connect ideas, themes and issues, drawing on a range of texts. 

  

English Literature will allow learners to: 

 Enjoy the experience of reading literature. 

 Understand and respond to literary texts in different forms and from different periods and cultures. 

 Communicate an informed personal response appropriately and effectively. 

 Appreciate different ways in which writers achieve their effects. 

 Experience literature’s contribution to aesthetic, imaginative and intellectual growth. 

 Explore the contribution of literature to an understanding of areas of human concern. 

Course Description 

The course is designed so that learners take a skills-based approach to English Literature & Language.  You will read a wide 

range of poems, novels and plays throughout the course and develop skills of analysis to respond to these texts.  You will learn 

to write an effective essay to express your ideas and you will learn to form original interpretations of literary texts. 

How will learners be assessed? 

As learners enter Year 9, they will begin a GCSE foundation course, which will equip them with the key skills required to 

achieve highly at the end of Year 11. Through the study of some challenging GCSE texts, learners will develop their core 

reading, writing and communication skills; consistently using the GCSE framework for assessment. 

In Year 10, learners will begin their study of the core GCSE texts for English Language and English Literature, concluding in 

Year 11 with the following external examinations. 

 

 

 

 



   

English Language  

Paper 1: Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing. Reading questions based on an unseen passage from a literature 

text and a descriptive or narrative based writing task.  

1hr 45min exam (50% of the total marks) 

Paper 2: Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives. Reading questions based upon one unseen non-fiction and one unseen 

literary non-fiction text and a piece of writing to express a viewpoint.  

1hr 45 min (50% of the total marks) 

Non-Exam Assessment: Spoken Language. You will be asked to deliver a presentation to an audience and respond 

effectively to questioning using standard English. 

English Literature 

Paper 1: Shakespeare and a 19th century novel. You will write two extended essays based upon extracts from one 

Shakespeare text and one 19th century novel.   

1hr 45min (40% of the total marks) 

Paper 2: Modern Texts and Poetry. You will write one essay on a modern prose or drama text, followed by a comparative 

essay based upon anthology poetry and a response to an unseen poem.  

2hr 15 min (60% of marks) 

Further Information 

The course will provide learners with a rich diet of experiences and texts to prepare them with the skills and knowledge 

required for the above range of tasks. There will be teacher led guidance but also independent research and preparation, 

group work and collaborative tasks, discussion and active dramatic approaches. 

Exam Board: AQA Syllabus English Language 8700; English Literature 8702 

www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-language-8700 

www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-literature-8702 

Where could this Qualification take me? 

 

All employers will expect you to have a good level of written and verbal communication and have a good GCSE pass in 

English.  

  

There are many career paths, which relate to the subject, including publishing, advertising, journalism and teaching.  

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-language-8700
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-literature-8702


  

 

    

Mathematics 

GCSE examination board:   Edexcel Specification 1MA1 (Linear) 

Learners study at either: Foundation Level GCSE Grades 1-5, or Higher Level GCSE Grades 4-9. 

Overview 

 To make mathematics relevant, current and enjoyable 

 To encourage the study of mathematics into A-Level and beyond 

 To help learners to acquire the mathematical skills and knowledge required for other subject areas and life skills 

 To ensure that all learners achieve their highest potential 

Course Description 

Learners will continue to study all aspects of the GCSE mathematics curriculum: Number, algebra, ratio, geometry, statistics 

and probability. Within the content of the mathematics GCSE, learners will also learn to apply the functional elements of 

mathematics in everyday and real-life situations. Students will use a range of resources including kinaesthetic and the Edexcel 

GCSE series of textbooks for both the higher and foundation tiers.  

Assessment 

Learners will be continually assessed and progress will be monitored through their teacher’s use of questioning, class work 

and home learning. 

Formal testing will take place towards the end of each term covering content that has been covered in class and a current 

working grade generated using the mathematics GCSE criteria. Grades will then be sent home each term in the form of a 

school report from term 2 onwards. 

Towards the end of year 11, usually in June, learners will take formal examinations in the form of three equally weighted 

papers for each tier. The format of these examinations is as follows: 

 

 Paper 1 is a non-calculator paper 

 Paper 2 and 3 are calculator papers. 

 

Each paper is 1 hour and 30 minutes long comprising of a total of 80 marks each. The content outlined for each tier will be 

assessed across all three papers. Each paper will cover all assessment objectives in the percentages outlined for each tier 

below: 

 

Tier Topic area Weighting 

Foundation Number 22 – 28 % 

 Algebra 17 – 23 % 

 Ration, Proportion & Rates of Change 22 – 28 % 

 Geometry and Measures 12 – 18 % 

 Statistics & Probability 12 – 18 % 

Higher Numbers 12 – 18 % 

 Algebra 27 – 33 % 

 Ration, Proportion & Rates of Change 17 – 23 % 

 Geometry and Measures 17 – 23 % 

 Statistics & Probability 12 – 18 % 

 

Each paper contains a variety of question types; questions will either be in the format of mathematical or non-mathematical 

contexts.  

 

The qualification will be graded and certificated on a nine-grade scale from 9 to 1, 9 being the highest. Foundation will be 

assessed at the levels from 1 to 5, and higher from 4 to 9. 

 

Home Learning 

Learners will be set two pieces of home learning a week, each comprising approximately 30 minutes. Generally, these will 

be a continuation of topics that have been covered in class in order to consolidate and practice new concepts and continue 

GCSE revision. 



   

Science 

GCSE Examination board:   AQA GCSE Biology Specification code: 8461 

AQA GCSE Chemistry Specification code: 8462 

      AQA GCSE Physics Specification code: 8463 

      AQA GCSE Combined Science: Trilogy. Specification code: 8464 

Overview 

 A learning experience, which will develop and enhance scientific skills as well as foster lifelong appreciation, 

understanding and knowledge of Science. 

 Strong qualifications supporting further studies at Level 3 and beyond. 

Course Description 

You will take one of two possible GCSE ‘routes’ over the next 3 years: 

 Trilogy (2 GCSEs where all sciences are studied)       or  

 Separate Biology, Chemistry and Physics (3 GCSEs) 

 

The specific route will be decided during Year 9, when the material covered by all learners is the same. This decision will 

reflect performance in Year 7, 8 and 9 and will place learners on the courses most conducive to individuals’ attainment at 

GCSE. (Both ‘routes’ support further study in Science at Level 3). 

Assessment  

Assessment is via external exams taken in the summer of 2019 at the end of Year 11. You will carry out practical work 

throughout each course to develop scientific skills, which are assessed as part of these exams. The practical work is 

compulsory for the course and must be completed; however, they are not coursework but are only assessed through exam 

questions.  

How can I get the most out of GCSE Science? 

 Take an interest in Science around you – on TV, in newspapers and online as well as in your surroundings. Link 

this to your existing knowledge. 

 Take the Science courses very seriously at all times, ask lots of questions and bear in mind that the knowledge 

and skills you acquire from the beginning of Year 7 could well be tested at the end of Year 11.  

 

Where could this Qualification take me? 

 Further Science qualifications: Level 3, Degree, Research 

 Health Professions: Medicine, Veterinary Science, Dentistry, Nursing, Physiotherapy, Pharmacy, Optometry, 

Podiatry, Midwifery, Pathology. 

 Science-related professions: Engineering, Chemical engineering, Food technology, Forensic Science, Teaching, 

Conservation, Laboratory technician. 

 Science Qualifications also demonstrate transferable skills for a range of other professions and are welcomed by 

employers as evidence of a solid educational background.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

    

Philosophy & Ethics 

  

GCSE Examination Board:    AQA Religious Studies A Specification 8062  

  

Overview: 

 To explore a wide range of fundamental issues around our local and global community.   

 To develop skills, knowledge and understanding of religions and beliefs by exploring the significance, the 

teachings and the practices of different belief systems.  

 To enable learners to develop their own attitudes and opinions towards beliefs and religions.  

Course outline: 

The GCSE course builds upon the key concepts introduced through the KS3 Philosophy and Ethics curriculum, which focuses 

on a range of ethical topics looking at moral understanding as well as the philosophical component addressing the main world 

religions. By studying this subject, learners will be able to show an awareness and understanding of world religions and 

different views on beliefs, which will help them to thoroughly appreciate and understand the views and opinions of those 

around them.  

The course will start with a skills-based focus looking at the skills required to be successful at GCSE RS. This will include 

the basic understanding of beliefs in the world alongside analytical questioning, balanced argument writing and debating 

skills in the context of philosophical and ethical issues in society today.   

In Year 10 and Year 11 learners will complete the examination requirements with a focus on the study of religious beliefs, 

teachings and practices of two world religions as well as the thematic studies which addresses philosophical and ethical 

themes such as; Relationships and Families, Religion, Crime and Punishment, Human Rights and Social Justice.  

Assessment: 

External assessment will take the format of two examinations during the summer of Year 11, Paper 1 – The study of 

Religions, Beliefs and Teachings and Paper 2 – Thematic Studies. The types of assessment questions will range from small 

mark recall and response questions to longer extended responses.  

Internal assessments will take place at termly assessment points in school; these assessments are based on GCSE questions 

and will be marked in accordance to the mark schemes provided by AQA. This will allow teachers to assess and monitor 

progress at regular intervals. Within lessons, class work and home learning will also enable the regular monitoring of learner 

progress.   

Home Learning: 

Learners will be set regular revision and exam style home learning tasks across all three years to help support their knowledge, 

understanding and the exam skills required for GCSE Religious Studies. The exam questions will be supported with success 

criteria established by the examination board to ensure full preparation and consistency for our learners.  

Where could this Qualification take me? 

A GCSE in Religious Studies can allow progression to study an A Level in Philosophy and Ethics. A knowledge of Religious 

Studies will build strong foundations for a career path in any of the following areas due to the transferable skills and 

community awareness provided in this course. These areas include law, politics and government, international relations, 

theology, journalism and media.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   

 

Modern Foreign Languages 

 

GCSE Examination Board:  AQA Spanish Specification 8698  

 

Course Description 

The course, taught in three-hour lessons per week, builds on Key Stage 3 skills and understanding of the language. It revisits 

familiar topics and builds complexity of language. The topics and contexts relate to the student’s own lifestyle and that of 

others at home and in the foreign country. There are three main themes in which to develop these skills across the GCSE 

course:  

 

Theme 1 – Identity and culture  

Theme 2 – Local, national, international and global areas of interest  

Theme 3 – Current and future study and employment  

 

 

What is assessed? 

Paper 1  
Listening skills 25% - two sections, one of which to be answered in English and the other in the target language.  

Paper 2  
Speaking 25% - This is an exam which will last between 7 – 12 minutes and will include a role play, photo card and general 

conversation.  

Paper 3  
Reading 25% - An exam containing three sections similar to the listening exam with the inclusion of translation activities 

from the target language into English.  

Paper 4  
Writing 25% - Learners will answer up to 4 questions including structured and unstructured writing tasks and translation 

from English into the target language. 

 

Exams: All of the assessments above will take place at the end of the GCSE course. All exams are tiered either Foundation 

or Higher and learners will be entered for the tiered course which is most appropriate to the ability they have demonstrated 

across the GCSE course, and which will be most likely to lead to them achieving their highest potential grade.  

 

Home Learning 

Regular home learning tasks will be set to build up knowledge and skills over the GCSE course in order to support students’ 

ability to answer both in English and in the target language with more spontaneity and variety. These will include written 

preparation, speaking practise and exam style questions, such as translation and grammar questions. It will also include the 

regular testing of vocabulary skills and core techniques in preparation for the final exams, which may be set online using 

Active Learn through Pearson and sites such as Quizlet. 

 

 

Where could this Qualification take me? 

Languages at GCSE are a core curriculum subject at WPS, except where a learner is disapplied in their interest to build their 

ability in Literacy or Numeracy. It is a core subject for the English Baccalaureate and is a subject looked for by Russell 

Group Universities in assessing admissions. 

 

Business, politics, sales, buying, translating, teaching, academic research, RAF and army officer level careers, international 

relations and many other areas value the GCSE Languages qualification, indeed it is essential for career progression in some 

areas.  

 

The main aim of the language GCSE course is to develop a broad range of different skills which students are able to apply 

across subject areas and topics. These can include presentation skills, research skills as well as communicative and 

independent learning skills, cultural awareness, and analytical thinking. At the end of the course, learners should feel 

confident in their ability able to communicate in the target language with greater confidence and ease.  

 

A GCSE grade of a 6 or above will be needed at Higher Tier GCSE for further study of the language to AS/A2 level. The 

subject can complement any other at this level and is a well-respected and very rigorous academic qualification. 

 

  

 

 



  

 

    

Geography 

GCSE Examination Board:   AQA Geography Specification 8035 

Overview: 

 To develop a sense of place and an appreciation of the environment. 

 To understand the significance and efforts of people’s values and attitudes. 

 To develop communication skills, graphical and cartographical skills, interpersonal skills, problem solving 

and entrepreneurial skills.  

Course outline: 

The GCSE course builds upon the key concepts introduced through the KS3 Geography Curriculum, which focuses on a 

range of issues that affect people, places and the environment. By studying Geography, learners will be able to equip 

themselves with ideas, knowledge and skills that will be of great importance in our ever-changing world.  

Year 9 – Foundation Year  

In Year 9, learners will have a skills-based focus investigating key issues, which will be assessed in the Paper 3 GCSE 

(Geographical Application). This paper addresses that core geographical skills of enquiry and fieldwork skills.  

Year 10 and Year 11 

In Year 10 and Year 11, learners will complete the Paper 1 and Paper 2 specification content that focuses on a mix of Human 

and Physical Geography subjects including: Hazards, Ecosystems, Urban Landscapes, Resources Management and the 

Phyiscal Landscapes of the UK.  

Assessment: 

External assessment will take the format of three examinations during the summer of Year 11. This will include: Paper 1 

(Living with the Physical Environment), Paper 2 (Challenges of the Human Environment) and Paper 3 (Geographical 

Applications) which is based on fieldwork. The fieldwork will be completed in Year 10 and all learners will need to attend 

these fieldtrips, as it is a compulsory element of the course. The types of assessment questions will range from multiple-

choice, short answers, levels of responses and extended prose.  

Internal assessment will take place at termly assessment points in school; these assessments are based on GCSE questions 

and will be marked in accordance to the mark schemes provided by AQA. This will allow teachers to assess and monitor 

progress at regular intervals. Within lessons, class work and home learning will also enable the regular monitoring of learner 

progress.   

Home Learning: 

Learners will be set regular revision and exam style home learning tasks across all three years to help support their knowledge, 

understanding and the exam skills required for GCSE Geography. The exam questions will be supported with success criteria 

established by the examination board to ensure full preparation and consistency for our learners.  

Where could this Qualification take me? 

Aside from going on to study Geography A-Level, GCSE Geography opens up many opportunities for the future. Geography 

teaches us a wider range of transferable skills such as data analysis, critical thinking and argument writing. These skills will 

help anyone looking to pursue a career in business, finance, law, research, journalism or teaching as well as careers in 

environmental studies.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   

 

 

History 

GCSE Examination Board:   AQA History Specification 8145 

Overview: 

 To develop a wider subject knowledge of key events in specific historical time periods including democracy 

and dictatorship. 

 To understand the significance of arguments, independent views and judgements.  

 To develop an understanding of historical skills such as source analysis, continuity and change, and 

interpretation.  

Course outline: 

The GCSE course builds upon the key concepts introduced through the KS3 History Curriculum, which focuses on the 

historical imprint of our country. By studying History, learners will be able to develop their historical skills and broaden their 

understanding of our country and the wider world today and in the future.  

Year 9 – Foundation Year  

In Year 9, learners will have a skills-based focus investigating key issues which will be assessed at GCSE.  This will address 

interpretation skills, source analysis as well as developing learner’s analytical skills in the context of the World Wars.  

Year 10 and Year 11 

In Year 10 and Year 11 learners will complete the Paper 1 and Paper 2 content that focuses on a mix of the modern world 

and the shaping of our nation. Topics covered will be split between; period studies, thematic studies and wider depth studies 

both international and in Britain. Example topics include; Britain’s Health and the People, Medieval England, American 

Expansion and Conflict and Tensions.  

Assessment: 

External assessment will take the format of two examinations during the summer of Year 11. Paper 1 (Understanding the 

Modern World) and Paper 2 (Shaping the Nation). The assessment style at GCSE is examined through extended prose and 

long-answer questions which hone in on recall, analysis, justification and the evaluation of historical sources.  

Internal assessment will take place at termly assessment points in school; these assessments are based on GCSE questions 

and will be marked in accordance to the mark schemes provided by AQA. This will allow teachers to assess and monitor 

progress at regular intervals. Within lessons, class work and home learning will also enable the regular monitoring of learner 

progress.   

Home Learning: 

Learners will be set regular revision and exam style home learning tasks across all three years to help support their knowledge, 

understanding and the exam skills required for GCSE History. The exam questions will be supported with success criteria 

established by the examination board to ensure full preparation and consistency for our learners.  

Where could this Qualification take me? 

Aside from going on to study History A-Level, GCSE History is a highly respected subject that can lead to many career 

opportunities. History teaches a range of skills that could lead to career paths in law, international relations, curation, 

archaeology and publishing.   

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

    

 

Physical Education – Core 

All learners will take 2 compulsory core physical education lessons each week. At Key Stage 4, learners will continue to 

have a diverse timetable with the focus continuing on leadership. Learners should tackle complex and demanding physical 

activities. They should get involved in a range of activities that develops personal fitness and promotes an active, healthy 

lifestyle. 

Overview 

 To encourage creativity, independent learning and decision-making skills to enable learners to plan effectively 

for performances and to respond to changing situations. 

 To prepare learners to make informed decisions about further learning opportunities and career choices. 

 To enable learners to become increasingly physically competent through being actively engaged in a range of 

physical activities, and to become increasingly effective in their performance in different types of physical 

activity and roles such as participant, coach, leader and official. 

 Use and develop a variety of tactics and strategies to overcome opponents in team and individual games [for 

example, basketball, cricket, football, hockey, netball, rounders, and rugby]. 

 Develop their technique and improve their performance in other competitive sports, [for example, athletics and 

gymnastics], or other physical activities [for example, dance]. 

 Take part in further activities which present intellectual and physical challenges and which encourage learners 

to work in a team, building on trust and developing skills to solve problems, either individually or as a group. 

 Evaluate their performances compared to previous ones and demonstrate improvement across a range of physical 

activities to achieve their personal best. 

 Continue to take part regularly in competitive sports and activities outside school through community links or 

sports clubs.  

  

 

  

  

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


