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29th July 2021 

 

Dear Parent/Guardian 

 

Re: Lateral flow onsite COVID-19 testing for secondary phase learners 

 

Schools have been advised to prepare to restart mass asymptomatic testing for all secondary learners at the beginning of the 

autumn term.  This letter is to help give you more information about the testing programme in our school in preparation for 

September. 

 

Up to one third of people who have coronavirus are asymptomatic. By testing we will help to reduce the spread in school 

through asymptomatic transmission. I am therefore strongly encouraging those returning to school to be tested. 

 

Plan for testing 

To support our reopening in September, we will implement a staggered start for the secondary phase. Information and 

guidance has been uploaded to our website here.  

 

We understand that onsite lateral flow testing will be a new experience for our new year 7 learners, please be reassured that 

experienced staff will be available to support learners through the process.  

 

Thursday 2nd September - Learners from Years 7, 11 and 12 will be required to attend to take their first lateral flow test and 

then return home. Learners do not need to wear school uniform. Their timings will be:  

 Year 7 – 9am  

 Year 11 – 11am  

 Year 12 – 2pm 

 

All learners in Years 8, 9 ,10 will stay at home. 

 

Friday 3rd September - Learners from Years 8, 9 and 10 will be required to attend to take their first lateral flow test and then 

return home. Learners do not need to wear school uniform. Their timings will be:  

 Year 8 – 9am  

 Year 9 – 11am  

 Year 10 – 2pm.  

 

All learners in Years 7, 11 ,12 will stay at home. 

 

Monday 6th September – Year 7, 11 and 12 learners will attend school as normal, in school uniform, and take their second 

lateral flow test on this day. All learners in Years 8, 9 ,10 will stay at home. 

 

Tuesday 7th September – Year 8, 9 and 10 learners will attend school as normal, in school uniform, and take their second 

lateral flow test on this day. Year 7, 11 and 12 learners will attend school as normal. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.woottonparkschool.org.uk/reopening-information
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Consent: New participants of onsite testing 

 

On return in the autumn, secondary schools do not need to re-seek consent for learners who have previously 

provided consent for ATS testing.  Consent must be sought for any learner who has not previously given consent for 

onsite testing, for example new entrants in year 7 or other new learners. 

 

Participation is voluntary for the programme and active consent is required either by learners or parents/legal guardians, as 

appropriate. Learners aged 16 or older may consent themselves using the consent form. 

 

If any learner does not wish to consent to take part in testing they will still be able to attend school unless they develop 

symptoms. 

 

To enable us to register new participating secondary phase learners, parents and carers need to complete the below form to 

provide consent. Please click on the link below or scan the following QR code. Please complete by 18th August 2021 to 

support our planning. 

 

Consent form for new participants  
 

       

 

A privacy notice is available on our website here: https://www.woottonparkschool.org.uk/reopening-information 

 

After the two initial tests at school, secondary phase learners will be offered coronavirus tests that they should take twice a 

week at home. We will send further details regarding home testing shortly. 

 

How the tests at school work 

Those taking the test will be supervised by trained staff. The lateral flow tests are quick and easy to undertake. The school 

will inform the learner of a positive test result. Where participants are under 16, parents or legal guardians will also be 

informed. A text/email notification of a positive or negative result from the online NHS system will be sent to the email 

address/phone number entered on the consent form. 

 

What if my child tests positive? 

If a learner tests positive on a lateral flow device, they will need to self-isolate immediately and a confirmatory PCR test 

ordered. The confirmatory PCR test should be taken within two days of the positive LFD test. If the confirmatory PCR is 

also positive, follow guidance from NHS Test and Trace and continue to self-isolate.  If the confirmatory PCR is negative 

the learner can stop self-isolating and return to school. Should a confirmatory PCR not be obtained the learner should self-

isolate for 10 days from the result of the positive lateral flow test. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=HPQlAJ8lMUG9Dsn0I8M74GqXKkTfHJVOvfBTV_WCDiVUN1ZJR1NFQkdSRjI4V1dVTkU1RjIyTEs0SC4u
https://www.woottonparkschool.org.uk/reopening-information
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
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What happens if the test is negative?  

While a small number of learners may need to repeat the test if the first test was invalid or void for some reason, learners 

who test negative will be able to return to school and resume their activities as normal. Learners will be informed of negative 

test results via text/email. Where participants are under 16, parents or legal guardians will also be informed. 

 

What if staff or learners have been in close contact with someone in school who tests positive? 

Latest government guidance states that close contacts are now identified via NHS Test and Trace and education settings will 

no longer be expected to undertake contact tracing. 

 

From 16 August 2021, children under the age of 18 years old will no longer be required to self-isolate if they are contacted 

by NHS Test and Trace as a close contact of a positive COVID-19 case. Instead, children will be contacted by NHS Test and 

Trace, informed they have been in close contact with a positive case and advised to take a PCR test. We would encourage all 

individuals to take a PCR test if advised to do so. 

 

What if my child develops symptoms? 

This testing programme at school is for people with no symptoms. If your child develops symptoms at any time (including a 

high temperature; a new, continuous cough; or a loss or change to their sense of smell or taste) they must immediately self-

isolate and book a test by calling 119 or visiting https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test. 

 

Additional safety measures 

Rest assured that we’re doing everything we can to make sure our learners can return to school safely and will be following 

our risk assessment and government guidance closely. 

 

We will support our staff and learners throughout, but please contact us if you have any questions. 

 

 

 

 

Kind regards 

 

 
 

Dan Rosser 

Principal 

 

https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test

