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Dear Parents and Learners,  

 

 

Welcome to our Options Booklet. Following their selection of Geography or History last year, we are very much looking 

forward tailoring our Year 9 learners’ curriculum even more to their preferences and we hope that this process will be both 

enjoyable and exciting for your son or daughter as they approach the start of their GCSEs. We know that making decisions 

about next steps in Year 9 can be a challenge and in order to support you, we are providing a number of important resources. 

 

Supporting the options process: 

 

1. A pre-recorded Options Parents’ Information Event; 

2. An in person Options Parents’ Information Event; 

3. An online careers education, information, advice and guidance tool; 

4. Personal, social and health education lessons targeted at supporting the options process;  

5. A week of online taster sessions from the 7th March;  

6. One to one meetings with the senior leadership team or tutors to review this year’s successes and support GCSE 

course selection; and 

7. The opportunity to speak to teachers in the options about the suitability of the course for your son/daughter. 

 

The Pathways: 

 

We have three bespoke pathways. They all include English, maths, science, Spanish/French and a humanities subject. We 

recommend the majority of learners take the first (trilogy science and two options) or second pathway (single science and 

one option) as these contain the English Baccalaureate. We believe it leaves the most options open to our learners in the 

future; it secures them a broad and balanced curriculum and allows them time to consider their career options in more detail 

before narrowing their choices. We ask all learners to make their selection to include Spanish unless they are already 

disapplied. However, we also acknowledge that learners may need a third pathway (where they do not follow a language 

course) and any learner who wishes to be considered for this pathway should complete the additional element of the online 

form. 

 

The English Baccalaureate (Ebacc): 

 

The Government is encouraging learners and schools to take a combination of subjects called the EBacc. The EBacc is not a 

separate certificate, but it recognises learners who have a combination of English, mathematics, the sciences, geography or 

history and a language.  

 

Our GCSE options: 

 

We follow a minimum of nine GCSEs. All learners will study: 

 English Language GCSE and English Literature GCSE;  

 Maths GCSE;  

 GCSEs in Science (either Biology, Chemistry and Physics or Trilogy science- a double GCSE); 

 They will also have two hours of PE. 

In Option 1, they have already chosen between GCSE Geography and History. 

In Option 2, we advise that learners continue to study Spanish as a GCSE, though some learners who have studied French 

can select this option or both Spanish and French. 

In Option 3 and 4 learners can select from the options listed in each block.  

 

In order to select their options, they need to select one subject from each block. They can combine the subjects in anyway 

they chose but it must include Spanish and History/Geography (this must be the course they have already started). Please 

note that these blocks are a starting point. If a learner cannot select their preferred options in combination they should indicate 

that on the form and we will do all we can when writing the timetable to facilitate this if it is at all possible to do so. Please 

also note, that a course running is dependent of sufficient numbers signing up to it. We cannot guarantee that all the courses 

will run. 
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The Blocks: 

 

Block 1 Block 2 Block 3 Block 4 

Spanish Spanish Spanish French 

Single Science (minimum 

grade 5 must be achieved 

by the end of Year 9) 

Geography History Geography 

Geography Religious Studies Sport History 

History Sport Psychology Media 

Art Music Health and Social Care Drama 

Photography Food and Nutrition Design Technology Business 

Business Psychology Dance  

The options forms need to be submitted via google forms by 24th March 2022. We strongly recommend learners wait 
until after they have completed all of the options process before submitting the form. Please do not hesitate to get in 

touch with the school should you have any further questions. 
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Choosing my subjects- the process and dates for your diary: 
 

 

The process 

 

Key date 

Year 9 Parents’ Information Evening: the GCSE curriculum and 

Options Process 

 

Late February 2022 

 

Options Booklet issued to learners and deadline for completion set 

for Monday 24th March 2022 

 

Mid February 2022 

 

CEIAG teaching with Year 9: ‘Planning for next steps’ and PSHE 

teaching 

 

Term 3 and 4 

 

GCSE Options ‘Taster Lessons Week’ Proposed for 7th-11th March 

2022 

 

 

Options Subject calls (on request should further updates be needing 

following Y9 Parents Week in Term 2) 

14th-18th March 2022 

 

 

Learners’ option forms submitted to Mrs Steere via google forms: 

The options form 
 

Monday 24th March 2022 

 

 

GCSE options confirmed with learners Summer 2022 

 

 

Last opportunity for subject swaps once courses have begun 3rd October 2022 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=HPQlAJ8lMUG9Dsn0I8M74FaRRnfIeo5Nom4Ihu8pRzNUQk8yQUdTWFFQT0FaVkY4WTRNS0VRTTRMUC4u
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Wootton Park School’s Option Subjects: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Core Offer: 
English Language and Literature   p7-8 

Maths      p9 

Science     p10 

        

Humanities (already selected) 
Geography       p11     

History     p12 
 

Option Subjects: 

  
Languages     p13      

Art and Design    p14 

Photography     p15 

Drama      p16 

Business Studies    p17 

Psychology     p18 

Sports      p19-20 

Design Technology    p21 

Media Studies     p22-23 

Health and Social Care   p24 

Music      p25 

Dance       p26-27 

Food & Nutrition     p28-29 

Religious Studies    p30-31 
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English Language and English Literature 
  

GCSE Examination Board: AQA English Language (8700) and AQA English Literature (8702)  

 

Overview  
Learners will be following the GCSE English Language and English Literature specifications. Through the study of these 

dynamic and engaging new specifications, learners will be inspired, motivated and challenged by the broad range of texts 

explored.  

 

English Language will allow learners to:  

 Demonstrate skills in speaking, listening, reading and writing necessary to communicate with others confidently, 

effectively, precisely and appropriately;  

 Express themselves creatively and imaginatively;  

 Understand the patterns, structures and conventions of written and spoken English; 

 Select and adapt speech and writing to different situations and audiences; 

 Become a critical reader of a range of texts, including multi-modal texts; 

 Use reading to gain access to knowledge and to develop learners’ skills as a writer; and 

 Connect ideas, themes and issues, drawing on a range of texts.  

 

English Literature will allow learners to:  

 Enjoy the experience of reading literature;  

 Understand and respond to literary texts in different forms and from different periods and cultures; 

 Communicate an informed personal response appropriately and effectively; 

 Appreciate different ways in which writers achieve their effects;  

 Experience literature’s contribution to aesthetic, imaginative and intellectual growth; and 

 Explore the contribution of literature to an understanding of areas of human concern.  

 

Course Description  
The course is designed so that learners take a skills-based approach to English Literature and Language. You will read a wide 

range of poems, novels and plays throughout the course and develop skills of analysis to respond to these texts. You will 

learn to write an effective essay to express your ideas and you will learn to form original interpretations of literary texts.  

 

Assessment 
As learners enter Year 9, they will begin a GCSE foundation course, which will equip them with the key skills required to 

achieve highly at the end of Year 11. Through the study of some challenging GCSE texts, learners will develop their core 

reading, writing and communication skills; consistently using the GCSE framework for assessment.  

 

In Year 10, learners will begin their study of the core GCSE texts for English Language and English Literature, concluding 

in Year 11 with the following external examinations: 

 

English Language  
Paper 1: Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing. Reading questions based on an unseen passage from a literature 

text and a descriptive or narrative based writing task. 1hr 45min exam (50% of the total marks)  

 

Paper 2: Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives. Reading questions based upon one unseen non-fiction and one unseen 

literary non-fiction text and a piece of writing to express a viewpoint. 1hr 45 min (50% of the total marks)  

 

Non-Exam Assessment: Spoken Language. You will be asked to deliver a presentation to an audience and respond 

effectively to questioning using Standard English.  

 

English Literature  
Paper 1: Shakespeare and a 19th century novel. You will write two extended essays based upon extracts from one 

Shakespeare text and one 19th century novel. 1hr 45min (40% of the total marks)  

Paper 2: Modern Texts and Poetry. You will write one essay on a modern prose or drama text, followed by a 

comparative essay based upon anthology poetry and a response to an unseen poem. 2hr 15 min (60% of marks)  
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Further Information  
The course will provide learners with a rich diet of experiences and texts to prepare them with the skills and knowledge 

required for the above range of tasks. There will be teacher led guidance but also independent research and preparation, 

group work and collaborative tasks, discussion and active, dramatic approaches.  

 

Exam Board: AQA Syllabus English Language 8700; English Literature 8702 

www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-language-8700  

www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-literature-8702  

 

Where could this qualification take me?  
 

All employers will 

expect you to have a 

good level of written 

and verbal 

communication and 

have a good GCSE 

pass in English.  

There are many career 

paths, which relate to 

the subject, including 

publishing, public 

relations, writing, 

advertising, journalism 

and teaching.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Any further questions? 

Please contact Mr Cooper: j.cooper@woottonparkschool.org.uk 

 

mailto:j.cooper@woottonparkschool.org.uk
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Mathematics  
 

GCSE examination board: Edexcel Specification 1MA1 (Linear)  

Learners study at either Foundation Level GCSE Grades 1-5, or Higher Level GCSE Grades 4-9 

 

Overview  
 To make mathematics relevant, current and enjoyable  

 To encourage the study of mathematics into A-Level and beyond  

 To help learners to acquire the mathematical skills and knowledge required for other subject areas and life skills  

 To ensure that all learners achieve their highest potential  

 

Course Description  
Learners will continue to study all aspects of the GCSE mathematics curriculum: number, algebra, ratio, geometry, statistics 

and probability. Within the content of the mathematics GCSE, learners will also learn to apply the functional elements of 

mathematics in everyday and real-life situations. Students will use a range of resources including kinaesthetic and the Edexcel 

GCSE series of textbooks for both the higher and foundation tiers.  

 

Assessment  
Learners will be continually assessed and progress will be monitored through their teacher’s use of questioning, class work 

and home learning.  

Formal testing will take place towards the end of each term, covering content that has been covered in class and a current 

working grade generated using the mathematics GCSE criteria. Grades will then be sent home three times a year in the form 

of a school report from term two onwards.  

 

Towards the end of Year 11, usually in June, learners will take formal examinations in the form of three equally weighted 

papers for each tier. The format of these examinations is as follows:  

 Paper 1 is a non-calculator paper  

 Paper 2 and 3 are calculator papers.  

 

Each paper is one hour and 30 minutes long comprising of a total of 80 marks each. The content outlined for each tier will 

be assessed across all three papers. Each paper will cover all assessment objectives in the percentages outlined for each tier 

below: 

 

 
 

Each paper contains a variety of question types; questions will either be in the format of mathematical or non-mathematical 

contexts.  

The qualification will be graded and certificated on a nine grade scale from nine to one, nine being the highest. Foundation 

will be assessed at the levels from one to five, and higher from four to nine.  

 

Home Learning  
Learners will be set two pieces of home learning a week, each comprising approximately 30 minutes. Generally, these will 

be a continuation of topics that have been covered in class in order to consolidate and practice new concepts and continue 

GCSE revision. 

 

Where could this qualification take me? 

A qualification in Maths supports careers in engineering, accountancy, finance, construction and surveying. It is also helpful 

in a career as a pilot, computer games designer or Maths teacher or lecturer to name but a few. 

 

Any further questions? 

Please contact Mr Tipler or Miss Shah: i.tippler@woottonparkschool.org.uk or  r.shah@woottonparkschool.org.uk 

mailto:i.tippler@woottonparkschool.org.uk
mailto:r.shah@woottonparkschool.org.uk
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Science  
 

GCSE Examination board:  

 

AQA GCSE Biology Specification code: 8461  

AQA GCSE Chemistry Specification code: 8462  

AQA GCSE Physics Specification code: 8463  

(Please note: if you wish to study the separate sciences you must select single science in block 1) 

 

AQA GCSE Combined Science: Trilogy. Specification code: 8464  

 

Overview  
 A learning experience that will develop and enhance scientific skills as well as foster lifelong appreciation, 

understanding and knowledge of Science.  

 Strong qualifications supporting further studies at Level 3 and beyond.  

 

Course Description  
You will take one of two possible GCSE ‘routes’ over the next three years:  

 Trilogy (two GCSEs where all sciences are studied)         or  

 Biology, Chemistry and Physics (three GCSEs)  

 

The specific route will be decided during Year 9, when the material covered by all learners is the same. This decision will 

reflect performance in Year 7, 8 and 9 and will place learners on the courses most conducive to individuals’ attainment at 

GCSE. Please note that both routes support further study in Science at Level 3 (A-level). 

 

Assessment  
Assessment is via external exams taken in the summer at the end of Year 11 in 2022. You will carry out practical work 

throughout each course to develop scientific skills, which are assessed as part of these exams. The practical work is 

compulsory for the course and must be completed; however, they are not coursework but are only assessed through exam 

questions.  

 

How can I get the most out of GCSE Science?  
 Take an interest in Science around you – on TV, in newspapers and online as well as in your surroundings. Link 

this to your existing knowledge.  

 Take the Science courses very seriously at all times, ask lots of questions and bear in mind that the knowledge and 

skills you acquire from the beginning of Year 7 could well be tested at the end of Year 11.  

 

Where could this qualification take me?  

 Further Science qualifications: Level 3, Degree, Research  

 Health Professions: Medicine, Veterinary Science, Dentistry, Nursing, Physiotherapy, Pharmacy, Optometry, 

Podiatry, Midwifery, Pathology.  

 Science-related professions: Engineering, Chemical engineering, Food technology, Forensic Science, Teaching, 

Conservation, Laboratory technician.  

 Science qualifications also demonstrate 

transferable skills for a range of other 

professions and are welcomed by 

employers as evidence of a solid 

educational background.  

 

Any further questions? 

Please contact Miss Walker: 

k.walker@woottonparkschool.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:k.walker@woottonparkschool.org.uk
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Geography 
 

(Please note: whilst this course of study has already started but still needs selecting on the form) 

 

GCSE Examination Board: AQA Geography Specification 8035  

 

Overview  

 To develop a sense of place and an appreciation of the environment.  

 To understand the significance and efforts of people’s values and attitudes.  

 To develop communication skills, graphical and cartographical skills, interpersonal skills, problem solving and 

entrepreneurial skills.  

 

Course Description 
The GCSE course builds upon the key concepts introduced through the KS3 Geography Curriculum, which focuses on a 

range of issues that affect people, places and the environment. By studying Geography, learners will be able to equip 

themselves with ideas, knowledge and skills that will be of great importance in our ever-changing world.  

 

Year 10 and Year 11  
In Year 10 and Year 11, learners will complete the Paper 1 and Paper 2 specification content that focuses on a mix of Human 

and Physical Geography subjects including: Hazards, Ecosystems, Urban Landscapes, Resources Management and the 

Physical Landscapes of the UK.  

 

Assessment 
External assessment will take the format of three examinations during the summer of Year 11. This will include: Paper 1 

(Living with the Physical Environment), Paper 2 (Challenges of the Human Environment) and Paper 3 (Geographical 

Applications) which is based on fieldwork. The fieldwork will be completed in Year 10 and all learners will need to attend 

these fieldtrips, as it is a compulsory element of the course. The types of assessment questions will range from multiple-

choice, short answers, levels of responses and extended prose.  

 

Internal assessment will take place at termly assessment points in school; these assessments are based on GCSE questions 

and will be marked in accordance to the mark schemes provided by AQA. This will allow teachers to assess and monitor 

progress at regular intervals. Within lessons, class work and home learning will also enable the regular monitoring of learner 

progress.  

 

Home Learning 
Learners will be set regular revision and exam style home learning tasks to help support their knowledge, understanding and 

develop the exam skills required for GCSE Geography. The exam questions will be supported with success criteria established 

by the examination board to ensure full preparation and consistency for our learners.  

 

Where could this qualification take me?  
Aside from going on to study Geography A-Level, GCSE Geography opens up many opportunities for the future. Geography 

teaches us a wide range of transferable skills such as data analysis, critical thinking and argument writing. These skills will 

help anyone looking to pursue a career in business, finance, law, research, journalism or teaching as well as careers in 

environmental studies. 

 

Any further questions?  
Please contact Mr Jones: 

r.jones@woottonparkschool.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:r.jones@woottonparkschool.org.uk
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History  

 
(Please note: whilst this course of study has already started but still needs selecting on the form) 

 

GCSE Examination Board: AQA History Specification 8145  

 

Overview 
 To develop a wider subject knowledge of key events in specific historical time periods, including democracy and 

dictatorship.  

 To understand the significance of arguments, independent views and judgements.  

 To develop an understanding of historical skills such as source analysis, continuity and change, and interpretation.  

 

Course Description 
The GCSE course builds upon the key concepts introduced through the KS3 History Curriculum, which focuses on the 

historical imprint of our country. By studying History, learners will be able to develop their historical skills and broaden their 

understanding of our country and the wider world today and in the future.  

 

Year 10 and Year 11  
In Year 10 and Year 11, learners will complete the Paper 1 and Paper 2 content that focuses on a mix of the modern world 

and the shaping of our nation. Topics covered will be split between period studies, thematic studies and wider depth studies 

both international and in Britain. Example topics include: America 1920-1973, Conflict and Tension: The Interwar Years, 

Migration, Empire and the People and Britain: Norman England.   

 

Assessment 
External assessment will take the format of two examinations during the summer of Year 11. Paper 1 (Understanding the 

Modern World) and Paper 2 (Shaping the Nation). The assessment style at GCSE is examined through extended prose and 

long-answer questions that hone in on recall, analysis, justification and the evaluation of historical sources.  

 

Internal assessment will take place at termly assessment points in school; these assessments are based on GCSE questions 

and will be marked in accordance to the mark schemes provided by AQA. This will allow teachers to assess and monitor 

progress at regular intervals. Within lessons, class work and home learning will also enable the regular monitoring of learner 

progress.  

 

Home Learning  
Learners will be set regular revision and exam style home learning tasks to help support their knowledge, understanding and 

develop the exam skills required for GCSE History. The exam questions will be supported with success criteria established 

by the examination board to ensure full preparation and consistency for our learners.  

 

Where could this qualification take me?  
Aside from going on to study History A-Level, GCSE History is a highly respected subject that can lead to many career 

opportunities. History teaches a range of skills that could lead to career paths in the civil service, law, international relations, 

teaching, curation, archaeology and publishing. 

 

Any further questions? 

Please contact Ms Rautenberg: u.rautenberg@woottonparkschool.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:u.rautenberg@woottonparkschool.org.uk
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Languages 
 

GCSE Examination Board: AQA Spanish Specification 8698 or AQA French Specification 8658 

 

Course Description  
The course builds on Key Stage 3 skills and understanding of the language. It revisits familiar topics and builds complexity 

of language. The topics and contexts relate to the student’s own lifestyle and that of others at home and in the foreign country. 

There are three main themes in which to develop these skills across the GCSE course:  

Theme 1 – Identity and culture  

Theme 2 – Local, national, international and global areas of interest  

Theme 3 – Current and future study and employment  

 

Assessment 

Paper 1  
Listening skills 25% - two sections, one of which to be answered in English and the other in the target language.  

Paper 2  
Speaking 25% - This is an exam which will last between 7 – 12 minutes and will include a role play, photo card and 

general conversation.  

Paper 3  
Reading 25% - An exam containing three sections similar to the listening exam with the inclusion of translation activities 

from the target language into English.  

Paper 4  
Writing 25% - Learners will answer up to four questions including structured and unstructured writing tasks and translation 

from English into the target language.  

 

Exams 

All of the assessments above will take place at the end of the GCSE course. All exams are tiered either Foundation or Higher 

and learners will be entered for the tier which is most appropriate to the ability they have demonstrated across the GCSE 

course, and which will be most likely to lead to them achieving their highest potential grade.  

 

Home Learning  
Regular home learning tasks will be set to build up knowledge and skills over the GCSE course in order to support learners’ 

ability to answer both in English and in the target language with more spontaneity and variety. These will include written 

preparation, speaking practise and exam style questions, such as translation and grammar questions. It will also include the 

regular testing of vocabulary skills and core techniques in preparation for the final exams, which may be set online using 

Active Learn through Pearson and sites such as Quizlet.  

 

Where could this qualification take me?  
Languages at GCSE are a core curriculum subject at Wootton Park School, except where a learner is misapplied in their 

interest to build their ability in Literacy or Numeracy. It is a core subject for the English Baccalaureate and is a subject looked 

for by Russell Group Universities in assessing admissions.  

 

Business, politics, sales, buying, translating, teaching, academic research, armed forces officer level careers, international 

relations and many other areas value the GCSE Languages qualification, indeed it is essential for career progression in some 

areas.  

 

The main aim of the language GCSE course is to develop a broad range of different skills which learners are able to apply 

across subject areas and topics. These can include presentation skills, research skills as well as communicative and 

independent learning skills, cultural awareness, and analytical thinking. At the end of the course, learners should feel 

confident in their ability to be able to communicate in the target language with greater confidence and ease.  

 

A GCSE grade of a six or above will be needed at Higher Tier GCSE for further study of the language to A-level. The subject 

can complement any other at this level and is a well-respected and very rigorous academic qualification. 

 

Any further questions? 

Please contact Mr Kilcoyne: r.kilcoyne@woottonparkschool.org.uk 

 

Please note: you are only able to select French if you have been studying it this year. 
 

 

 

 

mailto:r.kilcoyne@woottonparkschool.org.uk
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Art and Design 
 

You can specialise in 

- Illustration 

- Graphic Design 

- Fine Art 

Please not: we are unable to offer learners both Art and Photography because of the length of the exams and the 

volume of the Non examination assessment (coursework) 

 

Course Description 

During this course, you will have the opportunity to develop your drawing skills working in a range of mediums, which 

could include: 

 

 charcoal, pastels, pen and ink, pencil and print making processes;  

 watercolour, and acrylic paint; and 

 3 Dimensional materials. 

 

You will also develop your knowledge and 

understanding of the way sources inspire and develop 

your work. You will consider visual and tactile 

elements, such as colour, line, form, tone, texture, 

shape and composition. 

 

Assessment 

There are three units of course work, based on your 

individual interests and passions: this is worth 60% of 

the entire GCSE. Each unit will culminate in a large-scale final piece. Within each unit of work, you will be required to fulfil 

all four assessment objectives: 
 

 Assessment objective 1: Develop ideas through investigations, demonstrating critical understanding of sources. 

 Assessment objective 2: Refine work by exploring ideas, selecting and experimenting with appropriate media, 

materials, techniques and processes. 

 Assessment objective 3: Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions as work progresses 

 Assessment objective 4: Present a personal and meaningful response that realises intentions and demonstrates 

understanding of visual language. 

 

The exam unit will be based on an externally set theme. The themes will be released in Term 3 of the final year of study and 

you will chose one theme to explore. You will have to produce preparatory work covering three assessment objectives, then 

you will have to complete a 10 hour sustained piece of work in exam conditions, spread over a two week period of time. 

 

Where could this qualification take me? 

Art leads naturally to a range of careers including architecture, interior design, automotive design, product design, marketing, 

commercial art gallery manager, community arts worker, exhibition designer, fine artist, graphic designer, higher education 

lecturer, illustrator, printmaker or secondary school teacher. A Fine Art degree would also be useful as an art therapist, interior 

and spatial designer, museum/gallery curator, multimedia programmer or stylist. 

 

Any further questions? 

Please contact Miss Sarah Lyne: s.lyne@woottonparkschool.org.uk   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/commercial-art-gallery-manager
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/community-arts-worker
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/exhibition-designer
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/fine-artist
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/graphic-designer
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/higher-education-lecturer
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/higher-education-lecturer
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/illustrator
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/printmaker
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/secondary-school-teacher
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/art-therapist
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/interior-and-spatial-designer
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/interior-and-spatial-designer
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/museum-gallery-curator
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/multimedia-programmer
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/stylist
mailto:s.lyne@woottonparkschool.org.uk
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Photography 
 

Please not: we are unable to offer learners both Art and Photography because of the length of the exams and the 

volume of the Non examination assessment (coursework) 

 

 

Course Description 

Photography is a course where you get to develop your creativity using digital media. On the course you will: 

 study the work of innovative photographers in order to inspire your own work; 

 take your own images in interesting and unusual ways; 

 use digital and manual cameras; 

 and edit your work with the use of Photoshop.  

 

Assessment 

There are three units of course work, based on your individual interests and passions: this is worth 60% of the entire GCSE. 

Each unit will culminate in a large-scale final piece. Within each unit of work, you will be required to fulfil all four assessment 

objectives: 

 
 Assessment objective 1: Develop ideas through investigations, demonstrating critical understanding of 

sources. 

 Assessment objective 2: Refine work by exploring ideas, selecting and experimenting with appropriate media, 

materials, techniques and processes. 

 Assessment objective 3: Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions as work progresses 

 Assessment objective 4: Present a personal and meaningful response that realises intentions and demonstrates 

understanding of visual language. 

 

The exam unit will be based on an externally set theme. The themes will be released in Term 3 of the final year of study and 

you will chose one theme to explore. You will have to produce preparatory work covering three assessment objectives, then 

you will have to complete a 10 hour sustained piece of work in exam conditions, spread over a two week period of time. 

 

Where could this qualification take me?  
This course could lead onto A-level Photography and then a BA (hons) degree in Photography at university. It would help 

you when pursuing a career in photojournalism, fashion photography, advertising and marketing, graphic designer, web 

designer photography, film editor, multi media specialist and forensic photography. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Any further questions? 

Please contact Miss Sarah Lyne: s.lyne@woottonparkschool.org.uk   

 

mailto:s.lyne@woottonparkschool.org.uk


 

 16 

 

GCSE Drama 
 

Course Description 

Drama offers learners the opportunity to explore drama as a practical art form in which ideas and meaning are communicated 

to an audience through a range of styles and conventions. Learners will create, perform and respond to drama informed by 

their theoretical knowledge of drama and theatre. The course aims to engage and encourage learners to become confident 

performers as well as developing a range of transferable skills they need for a bright and successful future. 

 

Learners will develop their knowledge and understanding through three core areas; understanding drama, devising drama for 

live performance and texts in practice. 

 

The course encourages learners to build and develop their knowledge through theory and practice. 

They will be able to: 

 

 apply knowledge and understanding when making, performing and responding to drama; 

 explore performance texts, understanding their social, cultural and historical context including the theatrical 

conventions of the period in which they were created; 

 develop a range of theatrical skills and apply them to create performance; 

 work collaboratively to generate, develop and communicate ideas; 

 develop as creative, effective, independent and reflective students who are able to make informed choices in process 

and performance; 

 contribute as an individual to a theatrical performance; 

 reflect on and evaluate their own work and that of others; 

 develop an awareness and understanding of the roles and processes undertaken in contemporary professional theatre 

practice; and 

 adopt safe working practices. 

 

Assessment 

Learners are assessed through three components. 

 

Component One: Understanding Drama  
 

Learners have one hour and 45 minutes to answer the paper. 

The paper is divided into three compulsory sections:  

Section A: Theatre roles and terminology,  

Section B: Study of set text 

Section C: Live theatre production. 

 

The examination paper constitutes 40% of the GCSE. 

 

Component Two: Devising Drama 

This is a practical component in which learners are assessed on their ability to create and develop ideas to communicate 

meaning for theatrical performance, apply theatrical skills to realise artistic intentions in live performance and analyse and 

evaluate their own work. For this component, learners are required to complete the following two assessment tasks: produce 

an individual devising log documenting the devising process and contribute to a final devised group performance. 

 

Component 2 constitutes 40% of the GCSE and is marked by teachers and moderated by AQA. 

 

Component Three: Text in Practice 

This component is a practical component in which learners are assessed on their ability to apply theatrical skills to realise 

artistic intentions in live performance. 

 

For this component, learners must complete two assessment tasks: study and present a key extract (monologue, duologue or 

group performance) study and present a second key extract (monologue, duologue or group performance) from the same 

play. 

 

Component 3 constitutes 20% of the GCSE and is marked by an examiner. 

 

For further information please contact Mrs Ciesielski at: a.ciesielski@woottonparkschool.org.uk  

 

 

mailto:a.ciesielski@woottonparkschool.org.uk
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Business Studies 

 

Edexcel Business Studies GCSE 

 

Course Description 

This course will explore the world of business:  
 Theme 1 concentrates on the key business concepts, issues and skills involved in starting and running a small 

business. It provides a framework for learners to explore core concepts through the lens of an entrepreneur setting 

up a business.  

 Theme 2 examines how a business develops beyond the start-up phase. It focuses on the key business concepts, 

issues and decisions used to grow a business, with an emphasis on aspects of marketing, operations, finance and 

human resources. It also considers the impact of the wider world on the decisions a business makes as it grows.  

 

It is a fascinating course and suitable for anyone considering economics or business for further study or is looking to be self-

employed or run their own company in the future. 

 

Assessment 

The course is assessed by examination, based on the two core themes; Investigating Small Business, and Building a Business. 

There will be two exams of one and a half hours. The exams will include a range of questions, including multiple choice, 

case study responses and extended written answers. 

 

Where could this qualification take me? 

A Business Management qualification could lead to a career as an actuarial analyst, business adviser, business analyst, 

business development manager, chartered management accountant, corporate investment banker, data analyst, data scientist, 

forensic accountant, insurance underwriter, management consultant, project manager, risk manager, stockbroker or supply 

chain manager.  

 

It might also lead to careers as a construction manager, environmental engineer, human resources officer, logistics and 

distribution manager, marketing executive, mortgage adviser, retail manager, sales executive, systems analyst, urban designer 

or UX analyst. 

 

Any further questions? 

Please contact Mr Kumi for further information: K.Owusu-Kumi@woottonparkschool.org.uk  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/actuarial-analyst
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/business-analyst
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/business-development-manager
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/chartered-management-accountant
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/corporate-investment-banker
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/data-analyst
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/data-scientist
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/forensic-accountant
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/insurance-underwriter
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/management-consultant
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/project-manager
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/risk-manager
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/stockbroker
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/supply-chain-manager
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/supply-chain-manager
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/construction-manager
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/environmental-engineer
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/human-resources-officer
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/logistics-and-distribution-manager
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/logistics-and-distribution-manager
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/marketing-executive
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/mortgage-adviser
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/retail-manager
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/sales-executive
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/systems-analyst
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/urban-designer
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/ux-analyst
mailto:K.Owusu-Kumi@woottonparkschool.org.uk
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Psychology 
 

GCSE Exam Board: OCR Psychology Specification – J203 

 

Course Description 

Psychology is the study of the mind and of human behaviour. It explores how individuals and groups function. Whilst it is a 

completely new subject for those embarking on it, it is important to remember that you know a great deal about it from your 

own personal experience. Psychology offers a varied set of skills, from considering different theories to looking at evidence 

from research, and from carrying out investigations to in-depth evaluation of controversial debates.  You will learn about a 

variety of really interesting topics, such as what happens to our memory after a brain injury, why certain people become 

criminals, what is meant by schizophrenia, how we develop mentally, what makes us obey others and why we dream. You 

will also learn how to conduct research and analyse the results, as well as how to think critically. 

 

The course is split into six different topics: Criminal Psychology, Development, Psychological Problems, Social Influence, 

Memory and Sleep and dreaming. These topics cover the six key areas of the course:  

 Biological 

 Cognitive 

 Developmental 

 Social 

 Individual differences 

 Research Methods 

Each topic introduces you to key concepts, considers two competing theories, details two key studies and looks at how 

research can be applied to real-life environments. 

 

Assessment 

There are two exams that will assess knowledge of case studies and theories. Both will last one hour and 30 minutes. They 

will include multiple choice, short answer and extended responses.  

 

Where could this qualification take me? 

With a qualification in psychology, you can pursue a number of career paths. You could go on to degree; your degree would 

be a foundation for positions that require good people skills and academic aptitude. This includes some jobs in the business 

arena. There are also entry-level positions in mental health, for example, residential counsellor (or supervisor) and case 

manager. If you chose the field because you wanted to help people with mental health needs, though, you will likely need 

additional training. Some potential careers include counsellor, family therapist, social worker, Art, Music, or Drama therapist, 

rehabilitation counsellor, public health worker or behavioural scientist. 

 

Any further questions? 

Please contact Miss Meadows or Miss Christodoulou at: J.Meadows@woottonparkschool.org.uk or 

G.Christodoulou@woottonparkschool.org.uk  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:J.Meadows@woottonparkschool.org.uk
mailto:G.Christodoulou@woottonparkschool.org.uk
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Cambridge National – Sport Studies 
 

The Cambridge Nationals in Sport Studies take a more sector-based focus, whilst also encompassing some core sport and 

physical education themes. Learners have the opportunity to apply theoretical knowledge about different types of sport and 

physical activity, skills development and sports leadership to their own practical performance. They will learn about 

contemporary issues in sport such as funding, participation, ethics and role models, and sport and the media. Learners will 

develop an appreciation of the importance of sport locally and nationally, different ways of being involved in sport and how 

this shapes the sport industry.  

 

Cambridge National in Sport Studies will encourage students to think for themselves about the study of sport and the 

application to real life practical sport, leadership and evaluation of the skills required there. They will study up to the 

minute topics affecting sport through the contemporary issues unit, both play and lead sporting activities, as well as having 

the chance to either explore the world of outdoor sport or the media. 

 

Learners will need to complete three units to complete the course. 

 

R184 and R185 are compulsory units, therefore one unit from the remaining two will be taught too. 

 

Unit R184 – Contemporary Issues in Sport 

1 – Issues which affect participation in sport 

2 – The role of sport in promoting values 

3 – The implications of hosting a major sporting event for a city or country 

4 – The role National Governing Bodies (NGBs) play in the development of their sport 

5 – The use of technology in sport 

 

Unit R185 – Performance and Leadership in Sports Activities  

1 – Key components of performance 

2 – Applying practice methods to support improvement in a sporting activity 

3 – Organising and planning a sports activity session 

4 – Leading a sports activity session 

5 – Reviewing your own performance in planning and leading a sports activity session 

 

Unit R186 – Sport and the Media 

1 – The different sources of media that cover 

sport 

2 – Positive effects of the media in sport 

3 – Negative effects of the media in sport 

 
Unit R187 – Increasing awareness of Outdoor 

and Adventurous Activities  

1 – Provision for different types of outdoor and 

adventurous activities in the UK 

2 – Equipment, clothing and safety aspects of 

participating in outdoor and adventurous 

activities 

3 – Plan for and be able to participate in an 

outdoor and adventurous activity 

4 – Evaluate participation in an outdoor and 

adventurous activity 

 
 
Practical Assessment 

 

Learners will be assessed in two sports (two team sports, two individual sports, or one team sport and one individual sport). 

Learners can use any of the following sports: 

 

Team Sports 
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Acrobatic Gymnastics, Association Football, Badminton, Basketball, Cricket, Dance, Figure Skating, Futsal, Gaelic 

Football, Handball, Hockey, Lacrosse, Netball, Rowing, Rugby League, Rugby Union, Sailing, Squash, Table Tennis, 

Volleyball. 

 

Individual Sports 

 

Amateur Boxing, Athletics, Badminton, Canoeing, Cycling, Dance, Diving, Golf, Gymnastics, Equestrian, Figure Skating, 

Kayaking, Rock Climbing, Sailing, Skiing, Swimming, Table Tennis, Tennis, Trampolining, Windsurfing. 

 

Please note: for those sports that are not on the school curriculum (for example, amateur boxing, skiing, swimming, etc.) 

learners would need to obtain video evidence of them performing in this sport using all the skills and tactics on the sport 

specifications. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Where could this 

qualification take me? 

 

Physical education lends itself to a range of careers in sports and fitness as well as other industries that you may not have 

considered before. For example, did you know that many nutritionists, physical therapists and chiropractors have a degree 

in PE? 

 

Some careers that you could consider doing with PE include: 

·        Sports science 

·        PE teacher 

·        Physiotherapist 

·        Professional sportsperson 

·        Sports coach/consultant 

·        Diet and fitness instructor 

·        Personal trainer 
 
 
Any further questions? 

 

Please contact Mr Cowdell or Mr Foster:  

a.cowdell@woottonparkschool.org.uk 

l.foster@woottonparkschool.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

mailto:a.cowdell@woottonparkschool.org.uk
mailto:l.foster@woottonparkschool.org.uk
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Design Technology 
 

AQA GCSE Design and Technology (8552) 

 

Course Description: 
GCSE Design and Technology will prepare learners to participate confidently and successfully in an increasingly 

technological world. Learners will gain awareness and learn from wider influences on Design and Technology including 

historical, social, cultural, environmental and economic factors. Learners will get the opportunity to work creatively when 

designing and making and apply technical and practical expertise. The GCSE allows students to study core technical and 

designing and making principles, including a broad range of design processes, materials techniques and equipment. They 

will also have the opportunity to study specialist technical principles in greater depth. 

 

Core technical and design making principles: 

• new and emerging technologies; 

• energy generation and storage; 

• developments in new materials; 

• systems approach to designing; 

• mechanical devices; and 

• materials and their working properties. 

 

In addition to the core technical principles, all students should develop an in-depth knowledge and understanding of the 

following specialist technical principles: 

• selection of materials or components; 

• forces and stresses; 

• ecological and social footprint; 

• sources and origins; 

• using and working with materials; 

• stock forms, types and sizes; 

• scales of production; 

• specialist techniques and processes; 

• surface treatments and finishes. 

 

Each specialist technical principle should be delivered through at least one material category or system. Not all of the 

principles outlined above relate to every material category or system, but all must be taught. 

The categories through which the principles can be delivered are: 

• papers and boards; 

• timber based materials; 

• metal based materials; 

• polymers; 

• textile based materials; and 

• electronic and mechanical systems. 

 

Assessment: 

The GCSE is typically assessed through one exam paper and a practical project.  The non-exam element will contribute 

towards 50% of the students overall mark. The NEA project in its entirety should take between 30–35 hours to complete 

and consist of a working prototype and a concise portfolio of approximately 20 pages of A3 paper, equivalent A4 paper or 

the digital equivalent. Learners' work should consist of an investigation into a contextual challenge, defining the needs 

and wants of the user and include relevant research to produce a design brief and specification. Learners should generate 

design ideas with flair and creativity and develop these to create a final design solution (including modelling). A 

manufacturing specification should be produced to conclude your design findings leading into the realisation of a final 

prototype that is fit for purpose and a final evaluation. The exam is two hours long and consists of a range of recall 

questions and several longer questions where learners have to explain key content and sketch or describe key processes. 

There is a significant element of maths and science. 

 

Where could this qualification take me? 

Design and Technology can lead to a number of really exciting and fulfilling careers. They could include: graphic designer, 

sculptor, mechanical engineer, product designer, market researcher, fashion designer, dressmaker, hairdresser, 

tradesperson, architect, construction manager, manufacturing engineer or manufacting manager to name but a few.   

 

Any further questions? 

Please contact Mr Williams: p.williams@woottonparkschool.org.uk 

 

 

 

mailto:p.williams@woottonparkschool.org.uk
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Media Studies 

AQA Media Studies GCSE (8572) 

Course Description: 

As a GCSE Media Studies student, you will analyse how media products like TV programmes and music videos use 

images, sounds, language, and representations to create meaning. You will learn about the media industry and how the 

industry affects how media products are made. You will investigate media audiences, exploring who are the people who 

watch, read and consume the products, and considering how different people might be affected by media products 

differently, and why. You will study lots of different media forms, such as: Television, Online Media, Advertising, 

Magazines, Newspapers, Social and Participatory Media and Music Video. 

There’s also a significant amount of practical work where you might create music videos, magazines, television 

programmes, advertisements and more. 

Assessment: 

Learners will sit two 1hour 30minute exams, both worth 35% of the total qualification at the end of Year 11. They will also 

complete Non-Exam Assessment worth 30% which encourages the production of media texts. 

Media One Exam: 

Section A will focus on Media Language and Media Representations. Questions in this section 

can test any two of the following forms: 

• magazines 

• advertising and marketing 

• newspapers 

• online, social and participatory media and video games. 

Section B will focus on Media Industries and Media Audiences. Questions in this section can test 

any two of the following forms: 

• radio 

• music video 

• newspapers 

• online, social and participatory media and video games 

• film (industries only) 

 

Media Two Exam: 

Section A will be based on a screening from an extract of one of the television Close Study 

Products and can test any area of the theoretical framework. 

Section B will be based on either newspapers or online, social and participatory media and video 

games and can test any area of the framework. 

Non-Exam Assessment: 

The NEA element requires learners to apply their knowledge and understanding of media language and representations to 

create a media product using one of the following forms: 

• television 

• music video 

• radio 

• newspapers 

• magazines 

• advertising/marketing 

• online, social and participatory media 

• video games 

Learners will use media language in a single media form to express and communicate meaning to an 

intended audience. 

Where could this qualification take me? 

The course will equip you well for a role in the media. Jobs might include teacher, data engineer, advertising, travel sales, 

media account manager, social media platform designer, social media platform manager, media systems engineer, media 

planning director or network designer. 
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The course is designed to help you develop a range of skills that are transferable so it is an incredibly useful course for any 

role where you need to be creative, independent, organised and good at communicating with others in a range of media. 

Any further questions? Please contact Mr Cooper J.Cooper@woottonparkschool.org.uk  
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Health and Social Care  
 

OCR Level 1/Level 2 Cambridge National in Health and Social Care 

 

Course Description: 

The course allows learners to develop knowledge, understanding and practical skills that would be used in the health and 

social care sector. It teaches transferable skills that are relevant to the sector, such as evaluation, planning, 

presentation/delivery and research skills. 

 

This course complements the learning in GCSE programmes such as GCSE English. It will complement the more 

theoretical aspects covered by GCSE Biology or GCSE Psychology by allowing you to apply your knowledge and skills 

practically in a vocational context. There are also many cross curricular links with Physical Education and Food and 

Nutrition.  

 

Assessment: 

Internal assessment 

There are two units assessed through interal assessment. Learners produce a portfolio of evidence that is moderated by 

OCR at various points throughout the year. Together these units account for 60% of the qualification. 

 

Supporting individuals through life events This unit is assessed by a Set Assignment. In this unit learners focus on 

human growth and development through the life stages. They will understand the needs of individuals who have been 

affected by life events and how to recommend support to meet their needs.   

The three key topics covered are:  

 Life stages 

 Impacts of life events 

 Sources of support 

 

Health promotion campaigns This unit is assessed by a Set Assignment. In this unit learners will research health 

promotion campaigns and learn about their benefits to society. They will also plan and deliver their own health promotion 

campaign.  

The key topics covered include:  

 Current public health issues and the impact on society 

 Factors influencing health 

 Create a health promotion campaign  

 Deliver and evaluate a health promotion campaign 

 

External assessment 

There is one external assessment which accounts for 40% of the qualification.  

 

Principles of care in health and social care settings. In this unit learners study the key topics that are important when 

caring for and protecting people in health and social care.  

Topics include:  

 The rights of service users in health and social care settings   

 Person-centred values  

 Effective communication in health and social care settings  

 Protecting service users and service providers in health and social care settings 

 

Where could this qualification take me? 

Study of the qualification as part of Key Stage 4 learning will help learners to make more informed choices for further 

learning, either generally or in this sector. The choices that learners can make post-16 will depend on their overall level of 

attainment and their performance in the qualification. 

Learners who generally achieve at Level 2 across their Key Stage 4 learning might consider progression to: 

 A Levels; 

 study of a vocational qualification at Level 3, such as Cambridge Technical in Health and Social Care, which 

prepares learners to enter employment or apprenticeships, or to move on to higher education by studying a degree 

in aspects of health or social care; and 

 it can lead ultimately to employment in the health or social care sector, or work in an educational setting. 

 

Any further questions? 

Please contact Mrs Hartnett: S.Hartnett@woottonparkschool.org.uk  

 

 

mailto:S.Hartnett@woottonparkschool.org.uk
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Music 

 

AQA GCSE Music (8271) 

 

 
Course Description: 
This course will motivate and stretch learners of all abilities. The specification appreciates all styles and genres of music, 

analyses skills and instruments and caters for different learning styles and musical tastes. GCSE Music involves written, 

analytical, practical and social skills such as: 

 independent learning: having to be disciplined about practising on their instrument or voice; 

 team working: particularly if they are involved in group ensembles, concerts or productions; 

 performance and presentation skills which are useful for any job or career enhancing confidence and self esteem; 

 listening: this is an important part of the course, this is highly developed in musicians; and 

 creativity and self expression. 

The course is split in to three components: 

1.Understanding Music: Assessing listening and contextual understanding 

2.Performing Music: Assessing performance skills both solo and ensemble 

3.Composing Music: Assessing composition skills using set briefs and following particular areas of study 

 
Assessment: 

 

1  Understanding Music – Externally marked 

This component is assessed through an exam paper with listening excercises and written questions using excerpts of 

music.The paper is split in to two sections 

 Section A: Listening – unfamiliar music (68 marks) 

 Section B: Study pieces (28 marks) 

The exam is 1 hour and 30 minutes and is worth 40% of the marks (96 marks) 

 

2  Performing Music – Internally marked and externally moderated by AQA 

This component assesses music performance as an instrumentalist and /or vocalist and consitis of two performances 

 Performance 1: Solo performance (36 marks) 

 Performance 2: Ensemble performance (36 marks) 

A minimum of four minutes of performance is required in total, of which one minute must be the ensemble performance. 

This component is worth 30% of  the marks (72 marks) 

 

3 Composing Music – Internally marked and externally moderated by AQA 

This component is assess through two composition pieces.  

 Composition 1: Composition to a brief (36 marks) 

 Composition 2: Free Composition (36 marks) 

A minimum of three minutes in total is required/ The component is 30% of the marks (72 marks) 

 

 

Where could this qualification take me? 

A recent study in the UK found that playing a musical instrument enhances general performance in other subjects and that 

music benefits learning by activating all areas of the brain. It can improve mood, prompt creative flow, help with anxiety 

and self doubt. In choosing music learners can enhance their transferable skills opening doors to a range of education and 

employment. 

Pathways: 

 Music: Being a musician is not the only career in music. Options can include sound engineering, community 

musician, music therapist, teacher, private tutor, or careers in concert halls and music venues 

 The Arts: film, TV, radio, arts administration or creative education 

 Other pathways: Music is highly regarded as an academic subject and so can compliment other studies in leading 

to a professional career. GCSE Music provides a range of skills that will provide a good foundation whatever 

pathway is chosen. 

 

 
Any further questions? 

Please contact Ms Quin or Mrs Cieseilski: a.quin@woottonparkschool.org.uk or a.ciesielski@woottonparkschool.org.uk 

 

 

 

mailto:a.quin@woottonparkschool.org.uk
mailto:a.ciesielski@woottonparkschool.org.uk
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GCSE Dance 

 

GCSE Examination Board: AQA Dance Specification 8236 

 

Course Description 

 
GCSE Dance focuses on the aesthetic and artistic qualities of dance and the use of movement to express and communicate 

ideas and concepts through the processes of performance, choreography and appreciation. Dance is a powerful and 

empowering form of nonverbal communication as it is both physical and expressive. Dance develops creative, imaginative, 

physical, emotional and intellectual capacities. The course aims to engage and encourage learners to become confident 

performers as well as developing a range of transferable skills they need for a bright and successful future. 

 

Learners will study a range of dance styles which acknowledge aspects of professional dance and dance styles that can be 

seen in the United Kingdom today. The practical components of the course enables students to study dance by ‘doing’ and 

the anthology of professional works will provide a springboard for the development of creative and engaging practical 

tasks. The study of the anthology will facilitate the development of learners’ skills in performance and choreography as 

well as broadening their knowledge and understanding of dance and ability to critically appraise dances of different styles 

and cultural influences. 

 

The course encourages learners to build and develop their knowledge through theory and practice. 

They will be able to: 

 

 Learn to choreograph, perform and appreciate dance as an art form 

 Inform their development as creative and artistic individuals and broaden their aesthetic, social and cultural 

experience through their engagement with dance. 

 Use of imagination, problem solving, creativity and the synthesis of ideas 

 Application of knowledge, skills and understanding of choreography and performing 

 Communication of ideas, feelings, emotions, meanings and moods. 

 Development of physical, technical, mental and expressive skills 

 Articulation of knowledge and critical reflection to inform artistic practice 

 Critical appreciation of dance in its physical, artistic, aesthetic and cultural contexts 

 Critical analysis, interpretation, evaluation and appreciation of professional dance works. 

 

 

Learners will develop their knowledge and understanding through three key areas; Performance, Choreography and Dance 

Appreciation. 

 

Assessment 

Learners are assessed through two components. 

 

Component One: Performance and Choreography 
 

Performance 

1: Set phrases through a solo performance (approximately one minute in duration) 

Duet/trio performance (three minutes in a dance which is a maximum of five minutes in duration) 

 

Choreography 

2: Solo or group choreography – a solo (two to two and a half minutes) or a group dance for two to five dancers (three to 

three and a half minutes) 

 

This component is worth 60% of your GCSE.  

 

Component Two: Dance Appreciation 

 

This component is the written exam paper of one and a half hours, set in the summer of the year of certification. The question 

paper has three sections and covers the assessment objectives AO3 and AO4. The exam will be marked out of 80. 

 

Section A relates to the knowledge and understanding of choreographic processes and performing skills. Questions will relate 

to a given stimulus for students to write a response. 

 

Section B relates to the critical appreciation of own work. Questions will relate to students’ own experience of performance, 

or choreography or both from within the course. 
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Section C relates to the critical appreciation of professional works and students will answer questions relating to the GCSE 

Dance Anthology. 

 

Learners must be able to critically analyse, evaluate and identify similarities and differences and explain and justify their own 

opinions with reasoning. 

 

This component is worth 40% of your GCSE.  

 

Any further questions? 

Please contact Mrs Ciesielski: a.ciesielski@woottonparkschool.org.uk 
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Food & Nutrition  

OCR Food Preparation and Nutrition (J309) 

 

Course Description 

  

There are two submission options for the non-exam assessment (NEA), postal submission or electronic upload via the OCR 

Repository. 

 Repository option: Students must complete all components (01, 02 and 04) to be awarded the OCR GCSE (9-1) in 

Food Preparation and Nutrition. 

 Postal option: Students must complete all components (01, 03 and 05) to be awarded the OCR GCSE (9-1) in Food 

Preparation and Nutrition. 

All content is covered in all components. There are four sections. 

 

Section A: Nutrition 

 The relationship between diet and health 

 Nutritional and dietary needs of different groups of people 

 Nutritional needs when selecting recipes for different groups of people 

 Energy balance 

 Protein 

 Fat 

 Carbohydrate 

 Vitamins 

 Minerals 

 Water 

 Nutritional content of the main commodity groups 

 

Section B: Food (food provenance and food choice) 

 Food provenance: source and supply 

 Food processing and production 

 Food security 

 Technological developments to support better health and food production 

 Development of culinary traditions (students study British cuisine and a minimum of two international cuisines) 

 Factors influencing food choice 

 

Section C: Cooking and food preparation 

 Food science 

 Sensory properties 

 Food safety 

 

Section D: Skills requirements (preparation and cooking techniques) 

 Knife skills 

 Preparation and techniques 

 Cooking methods 

 Sauces 

 Set a mixture 

 Raising agents 

 Dough 

 Judge and manipulate sensory properties 

 

Assessment  
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Component Marks Weighting Exam 

Food preparation 

and nutrition 

(01)* 

100** 50% 1 hour 

30 

mins 

Food investigation 

task (02 or 03)* 

45 15% - 

Food preparation 

task (04 or 05) 

105 35% - 

Where could this qualification take me? 

 

The heart of our qualification is the development of strong practical cookery skills and techniques as well as a good 

understanding of nutrition. We believe that learners who learn to cook well are more likely to make better food choices and 

understand healthy eating. OCR learners will discover the essentials of food science, nutrition and how to cook. In addition 

to this, learners will understand the huge challenges that we face globally to supply the world with nutritious and safe food. 

OCR sees this qualification as another step towards creating a healthier society and improving the nation’s cooking skills as 

well as setting some learners on the path to careers in the food and hospitality industries. 

 

Any further questions? 

Please contact Mrs Jeffery at: J.Jeffery@woottonparkschool.org.uk  
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Religious Studies 
 

GCSE Examination Board: AQA Religious Studies A (8052) 

 

Overview 
 To encourage learners to develop knowledge, understanding and skills to engage in debate and discussion about 

life in a modern pluralistic society. This includes developing an understanding of non-religious beliefs. 

 To be encouraged to develop and understand personal values and beliefs, with an emphasis on critical analysis and 

the ability to construct balanced and informed arguments within the context of religious, philosophical and ethical 

awareness. 

 

Course Description 
The GCSE course builds upon the key concepts introduced through the KS3 Religious Studies Curriculum, which focuses on 

the religious cultures present in Britain. By studying Religious Studies, learners will be able to develop their analytical and 

evaluative skills and broaden their understanding of cultures in Britain and around the world as a global citizen. 

 

Year 10 and Year 11  
Learners will study two religions as part of Component 1, and four philosophical, ethical and religious themes in 

Component 2 to be awarded the AQA GCSE (9–1) in Religious Studies. 

 

Component 1: Beliefs and teachings & Practices: Christianity and Judaism 

 

Component 2A: Religious, philosophical and ethical studies 

Four themes to be studied: 

• Theme B: Religion and Life (topics include scientific and religious views about the origins of the universe, 

abortion, euthanasia, and animal experimentation) 

• Theme C: Existence of God and Revelation (topics include arguments for and against the existence of God, 

miracles, evil & suffering and scientific views) 

• Theme D: Religion, Peace and Conflict (topics include terrorism, weapons of mass destruction and Holy War) 

• Theme F: Religion, Human Rights and Social Justice (topics include status of women, equality and uses of wealth) 

 

Assessment 
Learners will sit 3.5 hours of examination in total. Component 1 will be examined in one paper (1h 45) on Christianity and 

Judaism, worth 50% of the final grade. Component 2 will be examined in one paper (1h 45), worth 50% of the final grade.  

 

Internal assessment will take place at termly assessment points in school; these assessments are based on GCSE questions 

and will be marked in accordance to the mark schemes provided by AQA. This will allow teachers to assess and monitor 

progress at regular intervals. Within lessons, class work and home learning will also enable the regular monitoring of learner 

progress.  

 

Home Learning  
Learners will be set regular revision and exam style home learning tasks to help support their knowledge, understanding and 

develop the exam skills required for GCSE Religious Studies. The exam questions will be supported with success criteria 

established by the examination board to ensure full preparation and consistency for our learners.  

 

Where could this qualification take me?  
Popular career paths based on the study of GCSE Religious Studies include Public sector, Law, Education/ Teaching, 

Academia, Politics, Economics. Religious Studies is strong academic choice, which will be a solid foundation for a variety 

of A Levels and degree courses.  

 

Any further questions? 

Please contact Ms Rautenberg: u.rautenberg@woottonparkschool.org.uk 
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To complete your form, please visit google forms: 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=HPQlAJ8lMUG9Dsn0I8M74FaRRnfIeo5Nom4Ihu8pRz

NUQk8yQUdTWFFQT0FaVkY4WTRNS0VRTTRMUC4u  

 

Make sure you have got all the help and advice you need to do so and that you have discussed your choices with 

a parent or carer. 
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