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FAQs:  September 2020 School Return  

Please note that all answers are for a September return under the current Government guidance.  

 

1. Will learners attend school full time? 

Yes. Term starts for all primary children, Year 7 and Year 11 on Friday 4th September and Years 8, 9, 10 on Monday 7th 

September.  
 
Attendance will be mandatory from the start of the new school year and the usual rules on attendance will apply. However, 

some learners may still be unable to attend because they're complying with clinical and/or public health advice given to them. 

 

We ask that any families that have travelled abroad during the summer holidays follow government guidance regarding any 

travel isolation requirements. 

 

2. My child (or a member of our household) is shielding, is my child expected in school? 

The current guidance is that all adults and children will be able to return to school in September with the measures that are in 

place.  If this guidance changes we will update you.  

 

3. What do I do if my child or a member of our household has COVID symptoms?  

Your child/ren must remain at home and the symptomatic person should arrange for a COVID-19 test.  

 

4. Will my child need to wear a face covering in school?  

 

The school will follow government guidance regarding face coverings in education settings and we will keep this under review. 

As Northampton is currently an area of intervention, secondary phase learners and staff are required to wear face masks, 

unless they are exempt, in corridors and indoor communal areas where social distancing is difficult to maintain. Face masks 

will not be necessary in the classroom even where social distancing is not possible. Face coverings can have a negative impact 

on learning and teaching and so their use in the classroom should be avoided. 

 

There are many different types of coverings, but only face masks are permitted in school. Scarves, snoods, bandanas etc will 

not be permitted.  Face masks must be plain or simply patterned (no writing, slogans, logos or images). Face masks must be 

worn properly covering both the nose and mouth, not resting under the chin or on the forehead.  Secondary phase learners will 

also be briefed about face masks on their first day. For safety, reusable masks must be managed appropriately by being placed 

in a plastic bag when not being used. Disposable ones must be placed in a covered bin. 

 

Please be aware that it is the law that face coverings must be worn when travelling on public transport (except children under 

the age of 11). We ask families to follow government guidance regarding safer travel. 

 

We ask all families to follow government guidance regarding when face coverings are required noting that there are some 

circumstances where people may not be able to wear a face covering. 

 

5. Are there staggered times for the start and end of the school day? 

 

Primary Phase –Learners will be dropped inside the school gates and led into the new school building by members of staff. 

There will be ample signage telling everyone where to go. Parents of EYFS learners will be able to drop off at the classroom.  

 Year 4: 08:30 – 15:00  

 Year 3: 08:35 – 15:05  

 Year 2: 08:40 – 15:10  

 Year 1: 08:45 – 15:15  

 EYFS: 09:00 – 15:30 

  

Secondary Phase- Secondary learners must arrive by 08.25am. Learners can arrive on site from 8.00am and will make their 

way straight to their year base in the new playground.  All learners will meet on the school playground on the first day of term 
to meet their tutor. Signs will be up notifying the learners of where to go.  All learners must be in their tutor rooms by 8:30am. 

The school day for secondary learners will end at 3.20pm as usual. Learners will be directed to their year group exit point.   

Please note that secondary learners may be required to stay in school until 4.30pm for revision sessions, catch up intervention 
sessions or detentions. 

 

Signs will be available to give clear directions on where parents and learners should go on the first day back.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-how-to-self-isolate-when-you-travel-to-the-uk/coronavirus-covid-19-how-to-self-isolate-when-you-travel-to-the-uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-getting-tested
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/face-coverings-when-to-wear-one-and-how-to-make-your-own/face-coverings-when-to-wear-one-and-how-to-make-your-own
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-safer-travel-guidance-for-passengers
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/face-coverings-when-to-wear-one-and-how-to-make-your-own
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/face-coverings-when-to-wear-one-and-how-to-make-your-own/face-coverings-when-to-wear-one-and-how-to-make-your-own#when-you-do-not-need-to-wear-a-face-covering
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6. What if I have children in different year groups with different staggered times?  

Please bring them together and follow the earlier arrival time and later pick up time. 

 

7. How will the school ensure that children and staff can arrive & depart safely? 

At drop off and collection, senior leaders will be on hand to assist. Parents and children will be guided to follow social 

distancing guidelines. We will be asking that only one parent attends drop off and collection per family, in order to minimize 

the number of adults at any one time. This is to reduce the number of people in the interest of infection control. We ask where 

possible that siblings are not brought to school. Gathering at the school gates to talk to other parents is no longer allowed. We 

ask that families that normally use public transport to travel to school read government guidance regarding safe travel. Children, 

young people and parents are encouraged to walk or cycle where possible and avoid public transport at peak times. We ask 

parents to advise us if their child uses public transport to travel to school.  

 

8. Will my child be taught in bubble groups? 

Children in EYFS will be in class groups, while adhering to the usual staffing ratios. Free flow between EYFS classrooms is 

allowed.  Primary learners will be kept in their class groups for the majority of classroom time, but will also mix into wider 

groups for specialist/ability teaching. Learners will stay with their year group bubble for break and lunch time.  

Secondary learners will stay in their year groups. Where possible, we will try to use smaller groups while still being able to 

deliver the full range of curriculum subjects and give learners specialist teaching. 

 

9. Will my child be socially distanced at all times?  

The overarching principle is to reduce the number of contacts between children and staff.  Learners will be encouraged to 

socially distance where space allows e.g. outside and all available space will be used in classrooms.  Where possible, learners 

will all face the same direction in classrooms and face to face interactions will be avoided.  Learners will be required to socially 

distance from other year groups and staff when moving around the school site and we ask that you talk to your child about 

maintaining this practice outside of school. 

 

10. Does uniform need to be washed more often?  

No, in line with government guidance for September, there is no need to wash uniform more regularly than usual.   

 

11. On the days that my child has PE, can they arrive and leave in their PE kit to avoid using the changing rooms? 

Yes, we ask that learners arrive in and stay in their WPS PE kit for the day. Secondary learners are not required to wear their 

blazer with their PE kit. Learners should also bring their uniform in their school bag in case of inclement weather during PE.  

If your child has PE on their first day back, their PE lesson will be theory based and therefore learners should wear their usual 

school uniform.  

 

12. Will rooms be ventilated? 

Yes, windows and doors will be open to increase ventilation in rooms.   

 

13. Will my secondary child need to bring any extra equipment? 

It is vital that your child has all of the essential equipment that all secondary phase learners are required to have each day:  

 reading book  

 black or blue ballpoint pens   

 green ballpoint pen 

 pencil sharpener  

 pencils  

 pair of compasses  

 pencil eraser  

 ruler  

 coloured pencils/fine fibre tips  

 protractor  

 pencil case  

 scientific calculator  

 dry-wipe board pen (if possible) 

 French/Spanish dictionary (if possible) 

 

We are also suggesting that the following equipment would be recommended for secondary phase learners to reduce the need 

to share equipment within your child’s bubble:  

 glue stick   

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-safer-travel-guidance-for-passengers
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 hand sanitiser (this is available in school but learners may wish to also carry their own) 

 

We ask children not to bring non-essential items to school. 

 

14. Will the dining hall be open? 

The dining hall will be open at break and lunch but not before school, apart from for our Acorns children.  There will be a 

limited menu on offer for secondary break and lunchtime to allow all year groups to access the servery point in year bubbles. 

Primary learners can order lunch via Select as usual. Learners are able to bring a packed lunch if they choose. 

 

Finger scanning for year 7 learners will take place on the first day back. 

 

15. Will there be after school extra-curricular clubs such as home learning club? 

There will be no clubs or extra-curricular activities at the start of the Autumn Term. We will update you when we are in a 

position to begin these activities.  

 

16. Will my child be issued with exercise and primary reading books?  

Yes, learners will receive exercise and primary reading books for their subjects. Secondary learners will bring these home with 

them.  Learners are responsible for making sure they bring the correct books with them each day.  

 

17. I have several children at the school, can they see each other and interact during the day as they are from the same 

household? 

Learners in different year groups will not be able to mix or interact when in school, this is to support the integrity of the year 

group bubbles and help with the management of these bubbles. 

 

18. Can my secondary child use their locker? 

Lockers will be available at the start of the Autumn Term, as they are located in bubble groups in various locations across the 

school site.  A £10 deposit will be payable before the start of term via ParentPay should your child wish to hire a locker for the 

year. Padlocks will be provided.  

 

19. Will my child be able to fill their water bottle up in school?  

All water fountains are currently out of use due to being a high contact surface. We advise secondary learners to bring several 

water bottles to school to last them through the day. Primary learners will be able to refill their water bottles throughout the 

day in their classroom.   

 

20. In secondary, will my child study all of their options subjects?  

Yes, however there will be limitations on the practical elements of courses when starting the Autumn Term. 

 

21. Will my child be in their normal groups for lesson or will they remain in their form group all day?  

Learners will be taught in sets or option groups when this is normal practice for the subject.  

 

22. Will the behaviour policy change?  

There is an updated behaviour policy addendum and revised Home School Agreement shared for the Autumn Term on our 

website. 

 

23. Will soap be available at all times, with systems in place to ensure continuity of supply of soap and sanitiser? 

Yes we are well stocked and continue to monitor supplies regularly.  

 

24. Will lidded bins and tissues be available in every classroom?  

Yes 

 

25. Will staff and children wash their hands regularly throughout the day? 

Yes learners will be guided by staff to follow guidelines which will include regular handwashing. Age appropriate posters will 

be displayed to remind the children about good hygiene.  

 

26. Will children be regularly reminded to catch coughs and sneezes with a tissue or elbow? 

Yes we have learning resources and visuals in place as a reminder. 

 

27. Will appropriate PPE be provided in schools where learners are unable, or less able to catch their sneezes and coughs? 
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We follow the government guidelines about PPE in educational settings. Every classroom has a protective measures kit that 

will include hand sanitiser, antibacterial wipes, tissues, gloves and spare bin liners to dispose of tissues/wipes. 

 

28. Will hand dryers be disconnected and replaced with paper towels and bins? 

All children will be encouraged to use paper towels only whilst at school.  

 

29. Will all areas of the premises be thoroughly cleaned on a daily basis with particular focus on surfaces that are touched 

by multiple people? 

We implement a rigorous and thorough daily cleaning programme delivered by our site and cleaning team. In addition, we 

have site and cleaning staff onsite during the school day ensuring the school is kept clean for our children and staff.  

 

30. Is there capacity amongst the cleaning staff to meet these requirements? 

Yes we have recently recruited additional cleaning staff to join our team. 

 

31. Will Acorns be running in September? 

Yes Acorns will resume. Further details have been shared with parents and carers.  

 

32. What do I do if I have further questions? 

Please email any questions to info@woottonparkschool.org.uk  

mailto:info@woottonparkschool.org.uk

