
Year 11 
Information Evening



Aims of the Evening

To empower you to support young people in achieving 
their best possible outcomes at GCSE. 

To provide clear and consistent information to parents 
and promote a collaborative approach.



Exams

Mock Series 1
10th of November

20th of November

Mock Series 2 (Half term between)
9th of February

27th of February

GCSE’s
7th of May

17th of June

Contingency Day 24th of June

All learners must be available to sit an 
exam until the 25th of June.

Mon Tues Wed Thu Fri

10 11 12 13 14

AM
English 

Literature
1H 45

Biology
1H 45 / 1H 15

Business
1H 45 English 

Language
1H 45

Chemistry
1H 45 / 1H 15H&SC

1H 15

PM

Geography 1
1H 30

Maths 1
1H 30

Psychology 
1H 30

Media
1H 30

History  1
1H

Food Tech
1H 30

Mon Tues Wed Thu Fri

17 18 19 20 21

AM
Maths 2

1H 30
Physics

1H 45 / 1H 15

DT  2H
RS

1H 45

Sociology
1H 45 Music

1H 15Drama
1H 45

PM

Geography  2
1H History 3

1H
Sport
1H 15History  2

1H



Mock Exams

Why take the mock exams seriously?
• Predicted grades may be needed in special considerations. 
• Predicted grades can be requested when applying to post 16 

provisions.
• To identify the gaps in knowledge and intervene specifically, 

leading to accelerated progress.

Why do we do 2 mocks?
• Practice for exam conditions builds stamina and reduces 

anxiety for the real exams.
• Allows us to continually identify gaps and plan 

interventions.



Exams – Attendance

If you are feeling unwell on the day of your exam, we suggest you come into 
school and we can assess the situation when you arrive.

You cannot sit the exam at another time.

If you are ill and unable to attend the exam, it is vital you phone the school at 
8am in the morning and ask to speak to Mr Treadgold.

You will be asked for evidence to show why you were absent, e.g. a doctor’s 
note. This is to use as evidence for the exam board.

If you do not attend an exam without a valid reason, you may forfeit your 
chance of a grade in that subject 

If in doubt – phone the school.

With the support of our parents and the determination of learners the exam 
season was completed with 100% attendance from all 120 candidates.



Exams – Attendance

Late attendance can leave the acceptance 
of your script at the exam boards discretion. 

It is therefore important that all learners are 
at school early to allow for a structured and 
calm start to the day.

If there is an unforeseen circumstance that 
makes you think you are going to be late for 
the start of your exam, please contact the 
school and ask for Mr Treadgold to receive 
instructions.

On arrival at school, a member of staff will 
escort you to the exam room. Learners 
cannot enter the exam room without 

permission.

Morning Exam
Light Breakfast – From 7:30

Revision Session – 8:00

Rest Break – 8:35

Exam Entrance – 8:40

Start Time – 8:50

Afternoon Exam
Revision Session – 12:20

Lunch – 13:00

Rest Break – 13:20

Exam Entrance – 13:25

Start Time – 13:30



Exams - Equipment

For all exams
• Transparent water bottle with no typography/ 

labels.
• Transparent pencil case
• At least x2 black pens (you may only write in 

black).
• Pencil
• Ruler
• Rubber
• Highlighter

For Maths (Papers 2 and 3), Science, Psychology, 
Geography, DT, Business
• Scientific calculator

For Maths
• Protractor and compass

Normal school dress code applies throughout.



Exams – Regulations and Malpractice

The regulations are made by the Joint Council for Qualifications (JCQ) to make sure the GCSEs 
and A-levels are fair. The regulations state that school’s responsibility to prevent malpractice 
taking place. As part of the preventative measures a metal detector wand to randomly scan 
candidates as they go in and out of the exam rooms will be used during exams.

You are at risk of malpractice if you do not follow regulations and could result in your 
qualification or qualifications from the exam boards being withheld. There are severe penalties 
for malpractice therefore it is very important that you follow instructions.

• Writing/drawing offensive material

• Talking/disrupting others

• Continuing to write after you have been told to stop

• Possession of notes or writing on hands/skin/equipment

All information for candidates is on the school website and in your candidate handbook. You 
must read these documents before your exams begins.



Exams – Consequences of Malpractice

If you are caught or suspected of committing malpractice, then an 
investigation will take place, we are obliged to report it to the exam 
boards, and they will make the decision on sanctions. These include:

• Loss of marks for that paper

• Loss of marks for that subject

• Loss of marks for all exams with the exam board

• All exams cancelled for all exam boards

• Banned from taking exams for up to 5 years

A handbook containing all this information will be given to your child 
on Monday during form time. They will sign a document to say they 
have read this on their return after half-term. Please go through this 
with them.



Exams – Access Arrangements

Requests for information around access arrangements can only be discussed with our SEND team Mrs Woodbridge or 
Mrs Kerrou.

All access arrangements are based on strict JCQ guidelines which schools must adhere to. These arrangements are 
based on what is proven to be the learners “normal way of working” and are applied where evidence has proven them 
necessary. 

Learners who are eligible for access arrangements will already have information around their arrangements and will have 
these in place for the upcoming round of mocks. 

If you any queries, please email c.kerrou@woottonparkschool.org.uk

If there is an unforeseen circumstance which you believe will affect a learner's ability to complete the exam to the usual 
standard this information must be submitted to our exams team via examsinfo@woottonparkschool.org.uk. This 
information should be shared with the school as soon as possible. The deadline for special consideration is the 18th of 
June 2026.

.



NEA – Non-Examined Assessment

Courses Exam Board Course NEA Unit title/ Code % of entire course Deadlines

D&T AQA D&T (603/0984/2) 8552 50% 10 April 2026

Drama Pearson GCSE Drama 1DR0/01 Component 1 Devising 40% 13 February 2026

Fine Art AQA GCSE Fine Art 8202 C / 60% 05 January 2026

Fine Art AQA GCSE Fine Art 88202 / X 40% 27 April 2026

Food & Nutrition OCR GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition NEA 1: Food Investigation Task resubmission 15% 30 November 2025

Food & Nutrition OCR GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition NEA 2: Food Preparation Task 35% 27 March 2025

Food & Nutrition OCR GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition NEA 2: Food Preparation Task- resubmission 35% 17 April 2025

Media Studies AQA GCSE Media Studies 8572 30% 01 April 2026

Music Eduqas GCSE Music Component 1 30% 02 March 2026

Music Eduqas GCSE Music Component 2 30% 02 March 2026

Photography AQA GCSE Fine Photography 8206 C 60% 05 January 2026

Photography AQA GCSE Fine Photography 8206 / X 40% 20 April 2026

Spanish AQA GCSE Spanish 8692/F, 8692H 25% 1st May 2026

Sport Studies L2 OCR Level 2 Cambridge National Sport Studies R186 40% 24th April 2026

Sports Studies L2 OCR Level 2 Cambridge National Sport Studies R185 20% 24th April 2026



Data and Reporting

Reports Mock Series 1
18th of December

Reports Mock Series 2
26th of March

Parents Evening
22nd of January

Arbor Login issues please contact info@woottonparkschool.org.uk



Data and Reporting



Intervention

All intervention is targeted to meet the individual learners needs. Please make sure that you attend and that you are actively engaged in the tasks 
set.

Tutor sessions are being used Tuesdays, Wednesday and Thursdays for an additional hour with subject specialists in the subject your child needs 
most. 

These intervention groups will be reviewed after each mock and teachers; groupings and subjects will be adapted.

Our staff continue to provide a range of interventions at lunchtime and after school. 

To allow you to support your child curriculum leaders have developed the linked document which provides the exam board for each subject area, a 
list of helpful resources you can choose to buy for your child and some online resources that can be used for revision at home.

Our intervention program is in addition to:

• Knowledge organisers

• Revision guides

• Home learning

• Extra revision lessons

Another way to support your child is to facilitate their attendance at 
interventions. If your child is invited it means that the teacher has 
identified a gap in their knowledge or exam technique and needs 

additional time to address this with them. It is of vital importance that 
they attend.



 High Attendance (95–100%)

• Pupils with 95%+ attendance were 1.9 times more likely to achieve Grade 5 or above in English and Maths 
GCSE compared to those with 90–95% attendance.

 Moderate Attendance (90–95%)

• Pupils in this band were almost half as likely to achieve Grade 5+ in English and Maths compared to those 
with 95–100% attendance.

• Just 10 days of absence in Year 11 can reduce the likelihood of achieving a Grade 5 by around 50%.

 Persistent Absence (Below 90%)

• Pupils with attendance below 90% were significantly less likely to achieve five good GCSEs.

• Only 1 in 20 severely absent pupils (missing more than 50% of sessions) achieved five good GCSEs.

Attendance and Outcomes

One of these best ways to support your child is making sure they are in school. There is a strong correlation between 
attendance and higher academic grades.



Support Strategies

Daily study routine
1.Warm-up (5 min): Quick free recall of last session’s topic (write 3–5 
facts).
2.Focus block A (20 min): Retrieval practice on Topic X (past-paper Qs or 
flashcards).
3.Short break (5–7 min).
4.Focus block B (20 min): Interleaved practice or worked example → 
attempt problems.
5.Reflect & log (5–10 min): Mark answers, note 2 mistakes in error log, 
schedule next spaced review.
Practical tools & resources to use right away
•Past papers + examiner mark schemes (essential). Use them for retrieval 
& feedback.
•Flashcards: Paper or Digital form for spaced retrieval (set to review weak 
cards more often).
•A simple planner: Paper calendar or a digital calendar to schedule spaced 
reviews (Day 1, Day 3, Day 7, Day 21 pattern).
•Error log notebook — one page per topic with date, error, correction, next 
review date.
(These techniques are the ones most strongly recommended by cognitive-
science reviews.)

Other ways in which to support your child are:

• A structured routine which allows a consistent approach to school and 
revision.

• A routine for bed which allows young people to relax and rest fully.
• A space for working where distractions are reduced.
• A structured approach to home learning and revision with a timetable and 

clear plan of how to use this time effectively.

Top 5 Revision Strategies
- Retrieval practice (active recall)
- Spaced (distributed) practice
- Interleaving (mix topics / question types)
- Worked examples → fade to independent practice (for problem skills)
- Deliberate practice + metacognition (planning, feedback, error logs)



Revision Strategy 1

Retrieval practice (Active Recall)

What: Instead of re-reading notes, actively try to recall information. E.g. answer questions, do 
flashcards, do past-paper questions from memory. This builds durable retrieval pathways and 
shows you what you don’t know.

How to use it:
•Use past GCSE questions or make short question lists for each topic. Cover notes and write 
answers from memory, then check.
•Use flashcards (paper or Anki/ Quizlet) with a single question/fact per card; attempt to answer 
before flipping.
•Do a short self-quiz at the start and end of each study block.

Session template (30–45 min): 5 min quick recall of yesterday’s topic → 20 min past-paper 
questions / flashcards → 10 min check & correct mistakes → 5–10 min spaced scheduling of 
those weak items.



Revision Strategy 2

Spaced practice

What: Spread study of a topic over multiple sessions with gaps between them rather than 
cramming. Revisiting material after intervals greatly improves long-term retention.

How to use it:
•Don’t study a topic once for 3 hours. Break into several 30–45 minute sessions across 
days/weeks.
•Use a simple planner: study Topic A on Mon, revisit Wed, test again next Mon, and again 
two weeks later.
•Combine with retrieval practice each revisit.

Sample schedule (for one topic): Initial learning (Day 1) → quick recall (Day 3) → practice 
questions (Day 7) → cumulative test (Day 21). Use this to build a revision timetable.



Revision Strategy 3

Interleaving (mix topics / question types)

What: Instead of blocking (doing only one topic at a time), alternate between different 
topics or problem types in the same study session. This improves the ability to choose the 
right method in an exam.

How to use it:
Build mixed question sets: E.g. ten questions that alternate between algebra, geometry, and 
statistics rather than 10 algebra Qs.
For revision blocks: rotate between two or three related topics every 20–30 minutes.
When practicing essays, interleave planning and writing on different sub-topics.

Why it helps: Forces learners to discriminate between problem types and strengthens 
transfer to new exam questions.



Revision Strategy 4

Worked examples → fade to independent practice 

What: For new or tricky procedural topics (math methods, physics problems, long biology 
processes), start by studying step-by-step worked examples, then gradually try similar 
problems with less help. This lowers cognitive load for novices and speeds learning.

How to use it:
•Stage 1: Study a worked solution, covering each step and the rationale (annotate it).
•Stage 2: Try a near-identical problem with partial hints.
•Stage 3: Attempt fresh problems with no hints; compare to mark scheme.

Session template: 10 min read & annotate worked example → 20 min attempt 
faded/hinted problems → 10 min full practice + mark.



Revision Strategy 5

Deliberate practice + metacognition (planning, feedback, error logs)

What: Study with intention: set a clear objective for each session, get feedback 
(mark schemes, teacher comments, self-marking against model answers), reflect 
on mistakes, and adjust. Keep an “error log” of misunderstandings to revisit.

How to use it:
Before each session, write a single objective (E.g. “I will reduce formula errors on 
energy questions”).
After practice, mark against mark schemes and write 1–2 specific corrections.
Keep an error log (topic, mistake type, correction, date revisited). Use this log for 
spaced reviews.
Seek regular feedback (peer, teacher, or compare to exemplar answers).

Why it matters: Feedback + metacognitive awareness (knowing what you don’t 
know) multiplies the effect of practice.



Support Strategies - AI

AI can be used to support you with revision. 
You can ask it to help you create revision 
timetables and questions.

Just remember the exam board, paper and 
topic will need to be accurate.



WPSVI – Entry Requirements

Taster day is on Thursday.

Prospective Parent Evenings are on the 12th and 27th November.

All learners will need to achieve at least a grade 4 in English and Maths.

There are entry requirements for each subject to be able to study the 
course.



WPSVI – Entry Requirements



Post 16 Education 

For detailed information about upcoming events and course options at Northampton College and Moulton College, please 
visit their respective websites.
All learners will have at least one interview with a careers advisor and will also receive comprehensive support from their 
tutor and Head of Year to help them make informed decisions and successfully apply for their chosen courses.



Post 16 Education 

Please note: Any learner who does not 
achieve a grade 4 or above in either 
English or Mathematics will be 
required to continue studying these 
subjects with their chosen post-16 
education provider. This will involve re-
sitting the relevant examination, 
which, regrettably, cannot be 
facilitated at Wootton Park School.
Comprehensive support will be 
available on results day to ensure that 
every learner is guided towards a post-
16 course that best suits their 
individual strengths and aspirations. 
Should you have any concerns or wish 
to discuss potential career pathways, 
please do not hesitate to contact our 
Careers Lead for further guidance.

m.may@woottonparkschool.org.u
k



Celebrations

PROM
Ticket Purchase Deadline 27th of March

Event: 7pm on 10TH of July

Yearbook
Ticket Purchase Deadline 27th of March
Collection: Exam Results Day 20th of 
August

WELLBEING

We know Year 11 
can be a stressful 
time. If you or your 
child need any 
support please do 
let us know.



Thank you


