WOOTTON PARK

“Ipsum quod faciendum est diutius’

Thursday, 12 March 2026
Dear Parent/Carer,
Re: Humanities GCSE Choices

At Wootton Park School, learners are given the opportunity to choose either History or Geography in Year 9.
This approach offers several advantages:

e Itallows learners to tailor the curriculum to their interests.
e It helps them develop subject-specific skills and begin exploring the GCSE content early.
e It prepares them for the wider GCSE options process in Year 9.

To support our planning for next year, we will be sending out a survey to gather learners’ preferences and to
help us gauge subject numbers. The options form will be emailed to you and go live at 6pm on Tuesday 14t
April, and choices will be allocated on a first-come, first-served basis.

We recognise that choosing between these two subjects is an important decision, and we want to support
learners as much as possible. The Humanities Department will be delivering taster sessions in both GCSE
History and GCSE Geography during the week beginning 16th March 2026. These will take place during
their usual Humanities lessons and will provide more detail about the course content, examination
requirements, and potential career pathways. A copy of the GCSE course information for both subjects is
enclosed. While some learners may already have a preference, we encourage you to review this information
with your child.

If you or your child would like further guidance, we welcome you to book an appointment with their History
or Geography teacher at the Year 8 Parents’ Evening on Thursday 26th March 2026.

Should learners need additional support or wish to ask further questions, they are encouraged to contact either
Miss Bycroft (Head of History) or Mr Jones (Head of Geography) using the email addresses below:

e C.Bycroft@woottonparkschool.org.uk

e R.Jones@woottonparkschool.org.uk

If learners would like to swap subjects there will be a window for subject changes of the first 2 weeks of Term
1 in September 2026. This will however be subject to spaces available in the classes at this time.

Yours sincerely,
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Mrs C. Edwards & Miss A.Carter
Head of School (Secondary) & Curriculum Leader of Humanities
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Geography

Overview
v" To develop a sense of place and an appreciation of the environment.
v To understand the significance and efforts of people’s values and attitudes.
v To develop communication skills, graphical and cartographical skills, interpersonal skills, problem solving
and entrepreneurial skills.

Course Description

The GCSE course builds upon the key concepts introduced through the KS3 Geography Curriculum, which focuses
on a range of issues that affect people, places and the environment. By studying Geography, learners will be able to
equip themselves with ideas, knowledge and skills that will be of great importance in our ever-changing world.

Years 9, 10 and 11

Learners will complete the Paper 1 and Paper 2 specification content that focuses on a mix of Human and Physical
Geography subjects including: Hazards, Ecosystems, Urban Landscapes, Resources Management and the Physical
Landscapes of the UK.

Assessment

External assessment will take the format of three examinations during the summer of Year 11. This will include: Paper
1 (Living with the Physical Environment), Paper 2 (Challenges of the Human Environment) and Paper 3
(Geographical Applications) which is based on fieldwork. The fieldwork will be completed in Year 11 and all learners
will need to attend these fieldtrips, as it is a compulsory element of the course. The types of assessment questions will
range from multiple-choice, short answers, levels of responses and extended prose.

Internal assessment will take place at termly assessment points in school; these assessments are based on GCSE
questions and will be marked in accordance to the mark schemes provided by AQA. This will allow teachers to assess
and monitor progress at regular intervals. Within lessons, class work and home learning will also enable the regular
monitoring of learner progress.

Home Learning

Learners will be set regular revision and exam style home learning tasks to help support their knowledge,
understanding and develop the exam skills required for GCSE Geography. The exam questions will be supported with
success criteria established by the examination board to ensure full preparation and consistency for our learners.

Where could this qualification take me?
Aside from going on to study Geography A-Level, GCSE Geography opens up many opportunities for the future.

Geography teaches us a wide range of transferable skills such as data analysis, critical thinking and argument writing.
These skills will help anyone looking to pursue a career in business, finance, law, research, journalism or teaching as
well as careers in environmental studies.
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History

Overview
v" To develop a wider subject knowledge of key events in specific historical time periods, including
democracy and dictatorship.
v To understand the significance of arguments, independent views and judgements.
v" To develop an understanding of historical skills such as source analysis, continuity and change, and
interpretation.

Course Description

The GCSE course builds upon the key concepts introduced through the KS3 History Curriculum, which focuses on
the historical imprint of our country. By studying History, learners will be able to develop their historical skills and
broaden their understanding of our country and the wider world today and in the future.

Year 10 and Year 11

In Year 10 and Year 11, learners will complete the Paper 1 and Paper 2 content that focuses on a mix of the modern
world and the shaping of our nation. Topics covered will be split between period studies, thematic studies and wider
depth studies both international and in Britain. Example topics include: America 1920-1973, Conflict and Tension
1919-1939, Migration, Empire and the People, and Elizabethan England.

Assessment

External assessment will take the format of two examinations during the summer of Year 11. Paper 1 (Understanding
the Modern World) and Paper 2 (Shaping the Nation). The assessment style at GCSE is examined through extended
prose and long-answer questions that hone in on recall, analysis, justification and the evaluation of historical sources.

Internal assessment will take place at termly assessment points in school; these assessments are based on GCSE
questions and will be marked in accordance to the mark schemes provided by AQA. This will allow teachers to assess
and monitor progress at regular intervals. Within lessons, class work and home learning will also enable the regular
monitoring of learner progress.

Home Learning

Learners will be set regular revision and exam style home learning tasks to help support their knowledge,
understanding and develop the exam skills required for GCSE History. The exam questions will be supported with
success criteria established by the examination board to ensure full preparation and consistency for our learners.

Where could this qualification take me?
Aside from going on to study History A-Level, GCSE History is a highly respected subject that can lead to many

career opportunities. History teaches a range of skills that could lead to career paths in the civil service, law,
international relations, teaching, curation, archaeology and publishing.

Any further questions?

Please contact Miss Bycroft: c.byrcroft@woottonparkschool.org.uk
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