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Adventure, Fantasy & Mystery 

 

  

1. Percy Jackson and the Olympians – Rick Riordan 

Fast-paced, humorous mythology with strong character development. 

2. How to Train Your Dragon – Cressida Cowell 

Witty, adventurous and more sophisticated than the film adaptations. 

3. The Last Wild (trilogy) – Piers Torday 

Thought-provoking eco-fantasy with moral dilemmas and depth. 

4. The Explorer – Katherine Rundell (often read alongside her other novels) 

Challenging vocabulary, vivid description and emotional maturity. 

5. Beetle Boy – M.G. Leonard 

Original, science-based adventure with mystery elements. 

6. The Land of Roar – Jenny McLachlan 

Imaginative, accessible fantasy with strong character voice. 

7. Nevermoor – Jessica Townsend 

Rich world-building; great stretch text for higher-attaining readers. 

8. Skulduggery Pleasant – Derek Landy 

Witty and exciting; best suited to mature/confident readers. 

 

Humour with Depth 

 

9. Tom Gates – Liz Pichon 

Highly accessible, especially for reluctant readers, with clever humour. 

10. Mr Gum – Andy Stanton 

Absurd, playful language with surprisingly rich vocabulary. 

11. Fortunately, the Milk (and other short novels) – Neil Gaiman 

Imaginative, quirky and excellent for modelling storytelling. 

12. Horrid Henry – Francesca Simon 

Engaging and funny, while prompting discussion about behaviour and choices. 

13. The World of Norm – Jonathan Meres 

Relatable school-based humour with strong vocabulary. 

14. Diary of a Wimpy Kid – Jeff Kinney 

Very accessible; ideal for promoting reading for pleasure. 
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Historical, Realistic & Thought-Provoking 

 

 
 

15. Goodnight Mister Tom – Michelle Magorian 

A powerful WWII text, excellent for empathy and historical context. 

16. Street Child – Berlie Doherty 

Strong links to Victorian Britain and social justice. 

17. Varjak Paw – S.F. Said 

Stylish, atmospheric writing with themes of identity and courage. 

 

Animal, Historical & Thoughtful Series 

 

 

18. Wolf Brother – Michelle Paver 

Challenging vocabulary; excellent for whole-class reading. 

19. The Boy Who Grew Dragons – Andy Shepherd 

Warm, humorous and perfect for transition into longer novels. 

20. The Roman Mysteries – Caroline Lawrence 

Excellent blend of history, mystery and narrative. 

21. Who Let the Gods Out? – Maz Evans 

An accessible, fast-paced adventure that uses humour and Greek mythology to explore themes 

of responsibility and courage, while encouraging readers to infer characters’ feelings and 

motivations. 
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Subtle Characterisation & Unreliable Perspectives 

 

 

22. The Boy in the Tower – Polly Ho-Yen 

Minimalist style forces readers to infer fear, relationships and danger. 

23. A Monster Calls – Patrick Ness 

Heavy use of metaphor; ideal for exploring grief, symbolism and truth. 

24. The Girl Who Drank the Moon – Kelly Barnhill 

Layered narrative and shifting viewpoints demand careful interpretation. 

25. The Nowhere Emporium – Ross MacKenzie 

Subtext, secrets and moral ambiguity support high-level discussion. 

26. The Midnight Fox – Betsy Byars 

Short but deceptively complex; excellent for inference through dialogue. 

Themes, Symbolism & Authorial Intent 

 

 

27. The Arrival – Shaun Tan (wordless) 

Outstanding for pure inference: pupils must infer everything. 

28. The Promise – Nicola Davies 

Symbolic narrative encourages discussion of responsibility and hope. 

29. The Lost Thing – Shaun Tan 

Excellent for exploring belonging, conformity and societal messages. 

30. The Viewer – Gary Crew 

Dark, unsettling themes that require interpretation rather than recall. 

31. The Heart and the Bottle – Oliver Jeffers 

Simple text, deep meaning – perfect for modelling “less said, more meant”. 
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Moral Dilemmas & Complex Emotions 

 

 

32. Skellig – David Almond 

Ambiguity throughout – is Skellig real? Pupils must justify interpretations. 

33. The Island – Armin Greder 

A powerful allegory; ideal for inference, debate and justification. 

34. The Boy at the Back of the Class – Onjali Q. Raúf 

Encourages inference around trauma, empathy and perspective. 

35. The Day War Came – Nicola Davies 

Inferences driven by illustration and implication. 

36. Cloud Busting – Malorie Blackman 

Poetic form invites interpretation of friendship and power dynamics. 

 

 


