AQA GCSE Art and Design
Formal GCSE Coursework Unit
Term 5 and 6
Your Name
Your Email Address

Teacher Assessment: Formal Coursework Unit

Deadline for all of this
work to be completed:
20th April 2020

Term 4 Learning Objectives:
AO1: Develop ideas through investigations, demonstrating critical understanding of sources.
AO3: Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions as work progresses.

Title of your investigation:
Task
number
1

Assessed tasks:

2

AO3: Observation study
2 (tonal)

3

AO3: Observation study
3 (tonal)
AO1
Moodboard

4

AO3: Observation study
1 (tonal)

5

AO1 Mindmap

6

AO3: Colour observation
study 1

7

AO3: Colour observation
study 2

8

AO3: Colour observation
study 3

9

AO3: Photoshoot

10

AO1: Annotation of
development

Actions

RAG

Grade

Artists to choose from:
I have placed a number of artists for your consideration.
•
•
•

During this project you will study at least 4 artists.
Don’t be distracted by their subject matter, it’s their style you want to be influence by.
If you have found alternative artists, please send me their name so that I can check that they are established artists.
Artist:
Style/ technique
Artist:
Style/ technique
Thomas Saliot
Michael Shapcott
Henry Moore

Michael Shapcott
Francoise Nielly
Gabriel Moreno

He paints using bright, solid colors, a smooth painting which portrays
emotions in a more expressive manner
painter, known for his daring colour palette, it has an illustrative feel to
his work.
Look at his drawings; will be very useful to work in this style for your
observation drawings
Paints in abstract bright colours

Decorative style based on natural form

Carolee Clark

Bright vibrant paintings with elements of pattern

Christina Otero
Sarah Graham

Juxtaposition between natural form and portraits; picking out
one key colour
Superrealism: looking at very close realistic paintings

Susan Driscol

Graphic design/ illustration based on print making techniques

Laurie Asahara

Close detailed observations

Annabelle Breakley

Photographs based on line and form

Roy Lichtenstein

Pop art style

Sheppard Fairey

Graphic design; based on red as the key colour, with pattern

Joshua Miels

Very thick application of paint

Vincent Van Gogh

Textured paint; dots and dashes

Todd Ford

Close up studies of unusual composotions

Michael Craig Martin

Pop art style; very simple examination of objects

Amy Sherald

Single colour background with mono tone foregrpound

Raymond Logan

Thick application of bright coloured paints

Applies really thick layers of bright and abstract colours
Specialises in ink and printmaking, with quite a decorative approach

Abby Diamond

Illustrator, bright and loose paintings

Yokaona

Decorative prints, mostly black and white

Georgia O’Keeffe

Bright vibrant colour gradient; close up observations

Harry Pearce

Typography with photography (close up)

April Coppini

Close up observation in sketchy ink style

Damian Hurst

Repeat patterns of natural form compostions (look at the kaleidoscope
series
Illustrative style, uses embroidery onto own compositions

Gillian Bates

Art Nouveau

AO1: Artist/ Contextual sheet
A completed
unit of work
(due before
the summer
holiday)

AO2: Refine and Explore
A5 Artist
study 2
(copy)

A5 Artist
study 1
(copy)

Refine & explore

A5 Pastiche
Close-up
medium
1

A4 Artist study
(copy)

Detailed
close up
1

Detailed
close up
2

Detailed
close up
3

Artist essay

Annotation

A3 Image: 3 different
materials

Close-up
medium
2

A5 Mixed
media

5-6 photographs
on a contact strip

AO4: Final ideas

AO3: Record ideas & Observations
Record ideas &
Observations

A5
Observation
drawing 1

Detailed
close-up
1

A5
Observation
drawing 2

Detailed
close-up
2

4 x composition ideas
A3 observation drawing
A4 observation
drawing

A3 version of final design

Annotation

5-6 photographs on a
contact strip

1st final idea in
your best
medium
Annotation

Tasks 9: Photoshoot
Instruction:
• You must take at least 20 photos of your chosen subject matter. You will get extra
points if you take photos whilst being influenced by your selected artist

This was inspired by the works of Solve Sundsbo:

Tasks 1- 3
Instruction:
Observation drawings: Tone
• You must complete a series of tonal studies (at least 3 studies from your own photos).
• This can be with pencil/ charcoal/ oil pastel/ ink

Consider:
• Have you chosen
an image with a
lot of tonal
values?
• Can this
observation study
be in the style of
one of your
artists?
• Make sure that
you are starting
with an
accurately drawn
composition (use
the grid method/
trace and transfer
for example)

Tasks 6-8
Examples of Observation drawings: Colour Studies

Tasks 6-8: Observation drawings- Colour Studies
Instruction:
• You must complete a series of colour studies (at least 3 studies from your own photos).
• This can be with colour pencil/ watercolour/ oil pastel/ acrylic paint

Mastering/ EP- Exceptional ability to show
3D modelling with accurate selection and
application of colours

Emerging: Little or no
blending of colours

Developing: strong
application of oil pastel
with some blending of
colours evident

Securing- strong application of oil
pastels, with blending and light
and dark tones evident

Tasks 10: Annotation of your development
Annotation of your work: In order to communicate your thoughts, ideas and development to the examiner,
you need to annotate your work. You do not have to annotate each piece of work, but you do need to
comment on the most important pieces, which have helped you to develop your ideas.
Developing Sentence starters
This piece of work has helped
me to….
I have selected this interesting
composition because it...
In order to complete this piece
of work I have explored ink and
charcoal. I did this by starting
off with….
The artists I have been
examining for this project are…
They have inspired this piece of
work by…..
I hope to improve this piece of
work by……
My final piece will be based
on…..
I have made this decision
because….

Annotation

Securing writing frame
What was the purpose of this
piece of work?

Why did you select this
composition?

What materials have you
selected to use, and why did you
choose them?
Were you inspired by an artist?

How will you complete and
improve this piece?

How will you develop your final
piece in reflection of this?

Annotation

Annotation of your work: In order to communicate your thoughts, ideas and development to the examiner,
you need to annotate your work. You do not have to annotate each piece of work, but you do need to
comment on the most important pieces, which have helped you to develop your ideas.
Mastering structure
- What subjects / themes / moods / issues / messages are explored?
- Why are these relevant or important to you?
- What appeals to you visually about this artwork?
- How does the composition of the artwork (i.e. the relationship between the visual
elements: line, shape, colour, tone, texture and space) help to communicate ideas and
reinforce a message?
- Why did you select this composition? (Discuss in terms of how the visual elements
interact and create visual devices that ‘draw attention’, ‘emphasise’, ‘balance’, ‘link’
and/or ‘direct the viewer through the artwork’ etc.)
- What mediums, techniques (mark-making methods), styles and processes have been
used?
- How do these communicate a message?
- How do they affect the mood of the artwork and the communication of ideas?
- Are these methods useful for the development of your own project?
Your annotation:

Example
Within this piece of work I have attempted to explore the notion of identity
and the struggles teenagers experience through the exploration of what the
term ‘identity’ means to them. I have focused on the photoshoot I have taken
which was inspired by the compositions and styles of Frida Kahlo and Dave
McKean. I was really interested in the notion of the surreal, and the imagined,
and as a response I was able to explore quite abstract compositions within my
own photography. This gave me the basis of the experiments I persued, where I
ripped and layered my photographs in order to devise new and interesting
compositions to draw from. This starting point has lead to very exciting
explorations using a combination of drawn aspects, overlaying and interacting
with the photographs I took. I am intrigued by these developments and would
like to examine the combination of materials through this layered approach to
see where it will lead to.

Teacher Assessment: Formal Coursework Unit

Deadline for all of this
work to be completed:
1st June 2020

Term 5 and 6 Learning Objectives:
AO1: Develop ideas through investigations, demonstrating critical understanding of sources.
AO2: Refine work by exploring ideas, selecting and experimenting with appropriate media, materials,
techniques and processes.

Title of your investigation:
Task
number
11

Assessed tasks:

12

AO1: 2nd artist research
page

13

AO1: 3rd artist research
page
AO1: 3 artist essays

14
15
16

AO1: 1st artist research
page

AO1: Small scaled studies
of the artists’ work
AO2: 1st Design ideas
page

17

AO2: 2nd Design ideas
page

18

AO3: 3rd Design ideas
page

19

AO2: final design idea
(large scale version)
AO1: Annotation of
development

20

Actions

RAG

Grade

Tasks 11- 13: Artist research pages
Artist research: A3 Artist exploration page
Instruction: You have already completed artist exploration pages before, now you need to show that you are thoroughly
exploring the styles of your artists, by covering the entire page with your explorations. You can use any materials/ methods
you feel would suit the style/ techniques of your chosen artists:

Tasks 11- 13: Artist research pages
Artist research: A3 Artist exploration page
Instruction: You have already completed artist exploration pages before, now you need to show that you are thoroughly
exploring the styles of your artists, by covering the entire page with your explorations. You can use any materials/ methods
you feel would suit the style/ techniques of your chosen artists:

Tasks 11- 13: Artist research pages
Artist research: A3 Artist exploration page
Instruction: You have already completed artist exploration pages before, now you need to show that you are thoroughly
exploring the styles of your artists, by covering the entire page with your explorations. You can use any materials/ methods
you feel would suit the style/ techniques of your chosen artists:

Tasks 14: Artist Essays
In order to communicate your understanding of your chosen artist’s work, you need to articulate yourself.

Developing

Sentence starters

Mention who the artist is, and
what kind of paintings he
creates

I have chosen to study….

Talk about a specific piece of
work they have created with
(when you talk about specific
works, you need to title them
like the following: ‘The Mirror,
1998’)

This artist is famous for….
I have chosen to examine the artist’s work
entitled…
This work looks….
I believe that the artist was trying to show…

Mention how you would like to I am looking forward to exploring the artist’s
use the artist’s style in your own style in my work by…
work

Securing
Introduction
Explain your interest in this artists; Include references and images to explain.
• Explain why you like their work
• What you hope to learn from this artist?

Research and analysis
2.Investigate a few examples of their work
identify particular pieces you have investigated- name and describe them
- where do you think the artist gets their influence from?
• Make a close analysis of their work
• Why do you think their work is interesting?
• What do people say about their work?
• Consider their work; have they influenced any other artists?
Conclusion
3.How are you going to use their style in your own work?

Tasks 14: Artist Essays
In order to communicate your understanding of your chosen artist’s work, you need to articulate yourself.
Mastering
Introduction- 50 words (minimum)
Firstly, when writing about an artist you should always note the following:
Name of artist / designer
Title of artwork
Date of artwork
Medium used (ie: oil on canvas)
Description- 100 words (minimum)
What is it?
Describe the artwork in as accurate and detailed a manner as you can.
-What does it look like?
-What is the subject?
-What is the focus of the work?
Comment on the way it has been composed. Discuss the way the artist has used the visual elements such as; colour, tone, form, shape, line,
space, pattern, texture, etc…

Don’t forget to mention your own responses to the artwork; how it makes you feel and anything it reminds you of.
Analysis- 150 words (minimum)
How was it made?
Try to analyse the processes and techniques the artist or designer has used. What materials have been used? Have you ever tried to create
similar effects or used similar materials? How long did the artwork take to make?
Why was it made in that style?
Think about why it was made in this particular way and not another. What do you think the artist’s intentions were? How does this artwork
compare to others made around the same time, or in the same area? What was life like at the time this artwork was made? How was it
interpreted when it was made? Do we still think of it in the same way today?
Conclusion- 50 words (minimum)
How will this artist help me?
Why have you chosen this artwork to analyse? How will this artwork influence your own work? Could you attempt to create a similar effect?

Tasks 15: Small scaled studies of the artists’ work
A5- A6 studies of your chosen artists’ work
Instruction: You need to show that you are thoroughly exploring the styles of your chosen artists, by selecting key pieces of
work and copying them to your best ability. You are trying to show that you really understand the artists’ techniques, so you
have to copy them as exactly as you can.
You can use any materials/ methods you feel would suit the style/ techniques of your chosen artists:

Student’s copy
Original

Tasks 16-18: Design ideas/ developing ideas
On these tasks, you need to be able to demonstrate how your chosen artists could influence your own ideas. You need to
come up with a series of ideas which can easily show that you have looked at the style/ techniques of your chosen artists. If
you are able to demonstrate that you can combine different aspects of more than one artist when devising your ideas, then
you can access the higher grades.

Artist’s image

A photo you have taken

Different possible
compositions
based on the
influence of this
artist

Tasks 19: Large scale final design idea
Here, you will explore your most successful design, at a scale around A3 or larger. You will use the material that you intend
to use for your actual final piece. This will help you to discover any issues with your idea.

Tasks 20: Annotation of your development
Annotation of your work: In order to communicate your thoughts, ideas and development to the examiner,
you need to annotate your work. You do not have to annotate each piece of work, but you do need to
comment on the most important pieces, which have helped you to develop your ideas.
Developing Sentence starters
This piece of work has helped
me to….
I have selected this interesting
composition because it...
In order to complete this piece
of work I have explored ink and
charcoal. I did this by starting
off with….
The artists I have been
examining for this project are…
They have inspired this piece of
work by…..
I hope to improve this piece of
work by……
My final piece will be based
on…..
I have made this decision
because….

Annotation

Securing writing frame
What was the purpose of this
piece of work?

Why did you select this
composition?

What materials have you
selected to use, and why did you
choose them?
Were you inspired by an artist?

How will you complete and
improve this piece?

How will you develop your final
piece in reflection of this?

Annotation

Annotation of your work: In order to communicate your thoughts, ideas and development to the examiner,
you need to annotate your work. You do not have to annotate each piece of work, but you do need to
comment on the most important pieces, which have helped you to develop your ideas.
Mastering structure
- What subjects / themes / moods / issues / messages are explored?
- Why are these relevant or important to you?
- What appeals to you visually about this artwork?
- How does the composition of the artwork (i.e. the relationship between the visual
elements: line, shape, colour, tone, texture and space) help to communicate ideas and
reinforce a message?
- Why did you select this composition? (Discuss in terms of how the visual elements
interact and create visual devices that ‘draw attention’, ‘emphasise’, ‘balance’, ‘link’
and/or ‘direct the viewer through the artwork’ etc.)
- What mediums, techniques (mark-making methods), styles and processes have been
used?
- How do these communicate a message?
- How do they affect the mood of the artwork and the communication of ideas?
- Are these methods useful for the development of your own project?
Your annotation:

Example
Within this piece of work I have attempted to explore the notion of identity
and the struggles teenagers experience through the exploration of what the
term ‘identity’ means to them. I have focused on the photoshoot I have taken
which was inspired by the compositions and styles of Frida Kahlo and Dave
McKean. I was really interested in the notion of the surreal, and the imagined,
and as a response I was able to explore quite abstract compositions within my
own photography. This gave me the basis of the experiments I persued, where I
ripped and layered my photographs in order to devise new and interesting
compositions to draw from. This starting point has lead to very exciting
explorations using a combination of drawn aspects, overlaying and interacting
with the photographs I took. I am intrigued by these developments and would
like to examine the combination of materials through this layered approach to
see where it will lead to.

Extra Information
Evaluating your own work

Critical studies
In order to achieve AO1/4, you need to show that you understand the work of artists
and other craft people, through analysing the elements that make up the work.
Think about these questions and any others that relate:

Annotations is an important part of AO1/3/4.
To annotate your work successfully, you should explain:
•

what have you done? How does this meet your brief?

•

What materials and techniques did you use, and why?

•

What made you choose this particular outcome and composition?

•

Are you pleased with all the aspects of the work?

•

How did you develop the work even further?

You must also use the correct vocabulary such as:
•

Subject – what is shown in the artwork

•

Composition – how it is arranged, close or far apart

•

Texture – the way the surface looks and feels

•

Line – width, length, curvature, colour or direction

•

Tone – shading, from dark to light

•

Shape – describes two-dimensional outline

•

Form – describes three-dimensional object

Written Evaluation – written piece looking at your project as a whole,
discuss successes and weaknesses. Be Honest.

Form- What is the medium of the work?
What colours does the artist use and why?
What kind of shapes and forms can you find?
How big is the piece? Does this affect the meaning of the work?
Context- When was it made? Where and who made it?
Who was it made for?
Does the work relate to other artists, how?
Does it relate to a historical or social time?
Content- What is it? What happening? What is it about?
Is it a portrait? Landscape? Abstract?
What is the title?
What is the theme of the work?
Process- How is it made and what techniques are used?
What materials and tools are used?
Do sketchbooks provide any clues on the works/ development ?
What is the evidence for this?

Resources:
www.tate.org
www.moma.org
www.artcyclopedia.org
www.metmuseum.org

https://www.studentartguide.com
Pinterest
YouTube

