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Subject: English Term: 1 Topic: Shakespeare – A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream

Key Themes

Plot Summary: What happens in the play?

Four lovers, having an argument in the Athenian woods at midnight, are confused by 
fairies who are only trying to help. Throw in some magic, a custody battle over a little 
boy, and an amateur actor who unsuspectingly becomes the fairy queen’s love 
interest… oh and a magic set of ass’s ears… and there you have it - A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream, a comedy!

• Hermia runs away with Lysander instead of marrying Demetrius. 
• The King and Queen of the fairies fight over a little boy. 
• Puck muddles up the lovers and causes havoc with a love potion. 
• Bottom gets the ears of an ass and Titania falls in love with him. 
• Oberon puts things right and wins the little boy from Titania. 
• The lovers get married. Bottom’s friends put on a play to celebrate. 
• The play is about Pyramus and Thisbe. 
• The fairies bless the marriages.

Characters

All of the characters come from Athens, Greece. The main characters in A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream can be put into three groups:
• The Fairies 
• The Mechanicals 
• The Mortals 
The Fairies live in the woods and control most of the events in the story through their magic.
The Mechanicals are a group of workers who are trying to rehearse a play in the woods to 
celebrate Duke Theseus’s wedding. They are truly comic characters, a bit like clowns.
The Mortals are the human characters of the story. Within this group there are four young 
lovers who find their lives turned upside down by the fairy world in the middle of the night.

Themes are the overarching idea and issues presented 
by Shakespeare in the play. You might be asked a 
question such as: “How is the theme of love 
presented in the play?”

• Love
• Power
• Order &  Disorder
• Appearance and Reality
• Magic
• Dreams

The play is one of Shakespeare’s 
‘Comedies’!



Subject: English Term: 1 Topic: Shakespeare – A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream

Studying Shakespeare’s Language: Key Terms

Shakespeare’s language can be quite tricky to understand, especially when you start 
to analyze it. Her are a few important key terms you will need to use when studying 
Shakespeare’s language.

Alliteration: A sequence of repeated sounds in a passage of language
Blank verse:   unrhymed iambic pentameter: a line of five iambs
Dramatic irony: This occurs when the audience know more about what is happening 
that some of the characters themselves know
Hyperbole: A figure of speech that relies on exaggeration
Iamb: The most common metrical foot in English verse, a weak stress 
followed by a strong stress E.g. I am I am I am I am I am (‘am’ being the stressed 
syllable)
Iambic pentameter: A line of five iambic feet. The most common metrical pattern 
found in English verse
Metre: this is the pattern of stressed and unstressed syllables in a line of 
verse
Oxymoron:          A figure of speech in which contrasting terms are brought together
E.g. ‘sweet sorrow’
Poetic verse: A style of speech in Shakespeare’s plays using rhyming couplets and 
a strong rhythmic pulse to the line
Prose: Any language that is not patterned by the regularity of some kind of 
metre
Pun: a play on words: two different meanings are drawn out of a single word, usually 
for comedy
Rhyming couplet: A pair of rhymed lines, of any metre
Simile: A figure of speech in which one thing is compared to another, 

indicated by ‘like’ or ‘as’
Soliloquy: A dramatic convention which allows a character in a play to speak directly 

to the audience-as if thinking aloud about motives, feelings and decisions

Narrative Structure

Freytag’s Pyramid to the 
right is a simple way of 
remembering how 
Shakespeare structured 
his plays to engage the 
Elizabethan audience. 

Key Vocabulary:
Comedy
Romance
Magic
Identity
Transformation
Renaissance
Athenian
Carnivalesque
Ambiguity
Individuality



Subject: Maths – 8A and 8B (Theta Scheme) Term: 1 Topic: units 1-3

Overview
In this term, learners will be studying up to three units which 
will include number content, data handling content and 
measure shape and space content. The Units are as follows:

Number, Area and Volume and Statistics, graphs and charts

Key skills

Key Terms: Unit 1:
Power
Indices
Roots
HCF
LCM
Integer

Unit 2:
Cuboid
Parallelogram
Trapezium
Plan
Elevation

Unit 3:
Stem and Leaf Diagram
Data
Outlier
Range
Mean average

Unit 1:



Subject: Maths – 8D (Delta) Term: 1 Topic: Units 1&2

Key skills:

Key Terms:
Unit 1:
Reciprocals
Estimate
Rounding
Significant Figures
HCF & LCM

Indices
Roots
Standard Form
Surds

Unit 2:
Simplify
Like-Terms
Expand
Factorise
Identity 
Equation

Expression
Formula
Arithmetic 
Geometric
Quadratic
Sequence
Nth Term

Unit 1:

Overview
In this term, learners will be studying up 
to two units which will include the topics 
of powers and roots and quadratics.



Unit 2:

Websites and further reading
- Pearson Active Learn: http://pearsonactivelearn.com
- Maths Watch: http://mathswatch.co.uk/
- BBC Bitesize: http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zqhs34j
- Numeracy and Foundation level practice questions and answers: https://corbettmaths.com/5-a-day/gcse1/
- Maths quiz: http://www.educationquizzes.com/ks3/maths/
- KS3 online tests: http://www.romsey.hants.sch.uk/maths/ks3onlinetests.htm

Subject: Maths – 8D (Delta) Term: 1 Topic: Units 1&2

http://pearsonactivelearn.com/
http://mathswatch.co.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zqhs34j
https://corbettmaths.com/5-a-day/gcse1/
http://www.educationquizzes.com/ks3/maths/
http://www.romsey.hants.sch.uk/maths/ks3onlinetests.htm


Subject: Science Term: 1 Topic: Enquiry Processes

Overview
In this term, you will learn about Enquiry 
Processes, how a scientist approaches and 
analyses scientific questions. You will also 
look at Elements in Chemistry.

To revise log into 
https://www.kerboodle.com/users/login  
and look through the Activate 1 book. 
BBC Bitesize: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/
zng4d2p

Topics Covered
Enquiry Processes
6  More on planning how to answer a 
question
7  More on analysing and evaluating
8  Communication

6 More on planning how to answer a question
As scientists we come up with a hypothesis.
A hypothesis is an idea or explanation that you then test 
through a study or experiment.

Variables -
DEPENDENT VARIABLE - the thing in the experiment that 
is being measuring
INDEPENDENT VARIABLE - the thing in the experiment 
that is changing
CONTROL VARIABLE - the things in the practical that stays 
the same 

To ensure that our experiment or study truly proves your 
hypothesis it must be repeatable.

7 More on analysing and evaluating
Analysis relies on data and presenting information in a graph and using secondary data to support your conclusion.
Continuous data – has any value, e.g. length or temperature
Discontinuous data – only whole number values (discrete data) or values that are words (categoric data) 

A line graph is drawn when the dependent and independent variables are both numbers. 
A scatter graph is drawn to find a correlation.
A bar chart is drawn when the independent variable is categoric.

A line of best fit can be drawn on your scatter graph, which can help us to see a correlation between the 
independent and dependent variables.

8 Communication
Once you have made a scientific discovery you need to let people know!!! In 
a scientific report in which you need to include:
• A diagram to show how you set up the experiment
• An explanation of how you did the experiment
• Data
• Graph
But you need to make sure you write for you audience. For example:
• For primary students – use simpler words and shorter sentences
• For a newspaper article for the general public – use real life examples, 

vivid words, state the evidence, make clear points.
• For your teacher – use diagrams, scientific vocabulary, units and chemical 

notations accurately.

https://www.kerboodle.com/users/login
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zng4d2p


Subject: Science Term: 1 Topic: Forces

1.3 Forces, Contact forces
1.3.1 Friction and drag
1.3.2 Squashing and stretching
1.3.3 Turning force

1.4 Forces, Pressure
1.4.1 Pressure in gases
1.4.2 Pressure in liquids
1.4.3 Stress on solids

Forces: 1.3.1 Friction and drag
Friction is a force, it is a force that causes two objects to grip each other. A drag force is the force in 
air or water that slows an object down, also known as air and water resistance.
When an object is moving the forces may be balanced or unbalanced. If they are balanced and at a 
steady speed we can say that the object is at equilibrium.  
If the forces are unbalanced then one force will be stronger. This is known as the resultant force.
To reduce drag or friction you could use lubrication or make an object streamlined.

Forces: 1.3.2 Squashing and 
Stretching
A force can change a shape of an 
object, this is called deformation. 
When a force squashes an object, 
they cause compression. When they 
stretch and object, they cause 
tension.  
The amount an object can stretch is 
called the extension. 

Forces: 1.3.3 Turning forces
A turning force acts at a certain distance from a pivot. 
The turning effect of a force is called a moment. A moment can 
be calculated in Newton metres (Nm).
The Law of Moments is when an object is in equilibrium and the 
sum of the clockwise moments is equal to the sum of the 
anticlockwise moments.

Falling over!! 
When you tilt your 
chair slightly, there is 
a turning force that 
bring your chair 
back.  The turning 
force is your weight 
on the chair. Lean 
back to far and you 
will fall.

All weight on an object seems to act 
through a point called the centre of gravity
(or centre of mass).

Forces: 1.4.1 Pressure in gases
Fluid pressure can occur in gases and liquids. Gases and liquids contain 
atoms or molecules that collide with the surfaces to produce fluid 
pressure which can act in all directions. Fluid pressure can be 
calculated using the equation:

𝑭𝒍𝒖𝒊𝒅 𝒑𝒓𝒆𝒔𝒔𝒖𝒓𝒆 (𝑵/𝒎𝟐) =
𝑭𝒐𝒓𝒄𝒆 (𝑵)

𝒂𝒓𝒆𝒂 (𝒎𝟐)

If you squash or heat a gas, you increase the gas pressure because 
there would be more collisions. Around us we have pressure being 
exerted onto our bodies, this is known as atmospheric pressure.



Subject: Science Term: 1 Topic: Forces

Forces: 1.4.2 Pressure in liquids
Water is a fluid, when you swim 
underwater it exerts a pressure on you. 
The water molecules are pushing on 
each other and on surfaces, and this 
liquid pressure acts in all directions. 
Liquid are incompressible, in a sealed 
syringe the liquid won’t squash. They 
can pass on any pressure applied to 
them. We use this property of liquids 
to make hydraulic machines, like brakes 
in a car.  

Forces: 1.4.3 Stress on solids
When you stand on any surface you exert a 
forces on it because of your weight. Your 
weight is spread out over the area of your foot. 
You are exerting a pressure on the ground, 
called stress. You can calculate stress using:

𝑺𝒕𝒓𝒆𝒔𝒔 (𝑵/𝒎𝟐) =
𝑭𝒐𝒓𝒄𝒆 (𝑵)

𝒂𝒓𝒆𝒂 (𝒎𝟐)

Stress can depend on the surface area of a 
surface, for example, studs on football boots 
have a small area and produce a bigger stress. 

Year 8

Term 1 Keywords

Friction

Contact Forces

Newton’s

Resistance

Resultant force

Compression

Moment

Pressure

Electromagnet

Magnetic field

Repel 

Attract

1.3 Forces, Contact forces
1.3.1 Friction and drag
1.3.2 Squashing and stretching
1.3.3 Turning force

1.4 Forces, Pressure
1.4.1 Pressure in gases
1.4.2 Pressure in liquids
1.4.3 Stress on solids Conduction

Convection

Infrared 

radiation

Electromagnetic 

spectrum

Compression

Rarefaction

Longitudinal

Transverse

Frequency

Amplitude

Wave length



Subject: Science Term: 1 Topic: Electromagnets

2.4 Magnetism and 
electromagnets
2.3.1 Magnets and magnetic fields
2.4.1 Electromagnets
2.4.2 Using electromagnets

2.3.1 Magnets and magnetic fields
A magnet has two magnetic poles, a north-seeking pole and a south-seeking pole. 
If you put iron in a magnetic field they experience a magnetic force. This is a non-contact force. 
The force is stronger the closer you are to the magnet. We can draw the field lines on a diagram:

2.4.1 Electromagnets
An electromagnets is a magnet that can be turned on and off using electricity.
To make an electromagnet you can make a circular loop of wire and pass a 
current through it. 
If you wind lots of loops together to make a coil it is called a solenoid. 
Electromagnets usually have a magnetic material in the center of the coil, 
called a core. This makes the electromagnet much stronger. 
Iron is easily magnetises but loses magnetism easily. 
Steel is hard to magnetise but keeps its magnetism.



Subject: Science Term: 1 Topic: Electromagnets

2.4.2 Using electromagnets
Electromagnets can be used for bells. 
An electric bell contains a circuit with an 
electromagnets, a switch and a battery. 
Look at the diagram to the left.
1. The electromagnet attracts the iron 

arm
2. When the arm moves it breaks the 

circuit, so a current no longer flows
3. The coil and core are no longer 

magnetic and the springy metal strip 
returns to its original position, and 
the bell rings once

4. Now the circuit is complete again, so 
the arm moves and the bell rings 
again

One safety device in our homes are circuit 
breakers that prevent faulty devices harming 
us. 
When a large current flows in the wire around 
the electromagnet, the magnetic field of the 
electromagnet is strong enough to attract the 
iron catch. The catch moves down and this 
breaks the circuit. 

Permanent magnet or electromagnet?
A piece of magnetic material that has been magnetised is a permanent magnet. 
There are two main differences between permanent magnets and 
electromagnets: 
• You can turn electromagnets on and off
• You can make electromagnets that are much stronger than permanent 

magnets. 

2.4 Magnetism and electromagnets
2.3.1 Magnets and magnetic fields
2.4.1 Electromagnets
2.4.2 Using electromagnets



3.3 - Work
3.3.1 Work, energy and 
machines

3.4 – Heating and 
Cooling
3.4.1 Energy and 
temperature
3.4.2 Energy transfer: 
particles
3.4.3 Energy transfer: 
radiation and insulation

Subject: Science Term: 1 Topic: Energy

Work: 3.3.1 Work, energy and machines

The word ‘work’ in physics has a special meaning. 
When you lift a book you work against gravity. When 
you slide a book on a table you do work against 
friction. 
When a force moves from an object, energy is 
transferred between stores. The amount of work 
depends on the size of the force and the distance the 
object moves from its original position (or 
displacement):
𝑊𝑜𝑟𝑘 𝑑𝑜𝑛𝑒 𝐽 = 𝐹𝑜𝑟𝑐𝑒 𝑁 × 𝐷𝑖𝑠𝑡𝑎𝑛𝑐𝑒 𝑚𝑜𝑣𝑒𝑑 (𝑚)

A simple machine can be used to 
help us lift, more or turn things. A 
wheel is an example of a simple 
machine.
Levers are also used to help open 
or move things. The force applied 
to the lid of the paint can by the 
lever (output force) is bigger than 
the force that you apply with just 
your hand (input force).

Heating and Cooling: 3.4.1 Energy and Temperature

Temperature is a measurement of the movement and 
energy in particles. You measure temperature with a 
thermometer. 

Even though the swimming pool represents a much bigger 
thermal energy store than the beaker of water.
Heating changes the movement of particles. If you heat a 
solid the particles vibrate more. If you heat a liquid or a gas 
the particle move faster and vibrate more.  

There is a difference between 
energy and temperature. You can 
have a swimming pool and a 
beaker of water at exactly the 
same temperature. 

Heating and Cooling: 3.4.2 Energy transfer: 
particles

Heating and Cooling: 3.4.3 Energy transfer: 
radiation

The bottom of a saucepan if made of metal. Metal is a 
good thermal conductor of energy. Energy is 
transferred through it quickly. This transfer is called 
conduction. In a liquid this energy transfer is called 
convection. 

Conduction:

Convection:

Hot things, like burning coal, give out light as well as 
infrared radiation, more commonly known as heat. All 
object s give out radiation. 
The type of radiation depends on the temperature, 
how much radiation they emit per second depends on 
the type of surface and infrared can be transmitted, 
absorbed or reflected. A thermal imaging 

camera absorbs 
infrared and produces 
an image. The hotter 
the radiation the 
redder the image.

A remote thermometer contains a sensor that detects 
infrared, and uses it to work out the temperature.



4.3 Wave effects
4.3.1 Sound waves, water 
waves and energy
4.3.2 Radiation and energy

4.4 Wave properties
4.4.1 Modelling waves

Subject: Science Term: 1 Topic: Waves

4.3.1 Sound waves, water waves and energy
Sound transfers energy. The vibration that makes the sounds causes the air particles to vibrate. This 
produces compressions and rarefactions, which are changes in air pressure know as a pressure wave.
Sound waves transfer energy in the same direction of the sound wave.

You can detect sound waves with a microphone and a loudspeaker. The microphone changes in air 
pressure to changes in potential difference and the loudspeaker converts the potential difference back to 
air pressure.

We can hear sound frequencies up to 20,000Hz, ultrasound has a frequency of above 20,000Hz. 
Ultrasound can be used for cleaning as it vibrates solid particles shaking off dust particles. 

4.3.2 Radiation and energy
The electromagnetic spectrum is made up of waves with different properties.

Different waves have 
different effects on 
the body. Waves with 
a low frequency have 
a heating effect 
whereas waves with a 
higher frequency can 
knock electrons out of 
atoms in living cells, 
this is called 
ionisation and can 
lead to mutations
which can result in 
cancer.

4.4.1 Modelling waves
There are two types of waves, transverse and longitudinal. In longitudinal 
waves the particles move in the same direction as the wave, in transverse 
waves the air particles move at 90° to the direction of the wave.

You can model waves using a slinky or a ripple tank.
When waves come together they superpose, this means 
that they either add up or cancel each other out.



Subject: Geography Term: 1 Topic: Tectonic Hazards 

Key vocabulary to define and learn:

Inner core outer core mantel crust convection currents plates conservative 
constructive destructive shield volcano composite volcano earthquake

tsunami super volcano active volcano              dormant volcano extinct volcano 

Key question 1: What are plate tectonics?
Key  question 2: What causes earthquakes, volcanoes and tsunamis ? 

Websites and further reading:
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/zyhv4wx/revision

http://exploregeography.net/earthquake-case-studies-gcse/

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/zvnbkqt/revision/4

http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks3/geography/physical_processes/plate_tectonics/revision
/3/

Crust: The thin outer layer of the earth

Mantel: The layer of the earth between the core and 
the crust

Core: The very hot central part of the earth. Can be 
split into the inner and outer core. 

Plates: Large sections of the earth crust.

Here you need to understand how and why tectonic hazards 
are so disastrous. There are a number of ways that they affect 
us:

• Impact on people = Social costs
• Impact on money = economical costs
• Impact on the local area =  environmental costs 

You also need to know why tectonic hazards are worse in poor 
( Less developed) countries. 

Conservative plate boundary: A conservative plate boundary, occurs where plates slide past 
each other in opposite directions, or in the same direction but at different speeds. Friction is 
eventually overcome and the plates slip past in a sudden movement. The shockwaves created 
produce an earthquake.

Destructive plate boundary: This occurs when oceanic and 
continental plates move together. The oceanic plate is 
forced under the lighter continental plate. Friction causes 
melting of the oceanic plate and may trigger earthquakes.

Constructive plate boundary: A constructive plate boundary,
occurs when plates move apart. Volcanoes are formed as
magma wells up to fill the gap, and eventually new crust is formed.

Key question 3: What are the costs of tectonic hazards? Case studies:

-The Haiti 
Earthquake 2010
-The Icelandic 
Volcanic Eruption 
2010
-The Japanese 
Tsunami 2011 

Convection currents: The process 
that moves the tectonic plates. 
This takes place due to the heat 
from the core.  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/zyhv4wx/revision
http://exploregeography.net/earthquake-case-studies-gcse/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/zvnbkqt/revision/4
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks3/geography/physical_processes/plate_tectonics/revision/3/


Subject: Philosophy and Ethics Term: 1 Topic: Crime and punishment 

Key vocabulary to define and learn:

Key concept 1: What is crime and punishment? Key concept 2: Punishment through prison 

Websites and further reading:

• http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zh3rkq
t 

• http://www.bbc.co.uk/ethics/introduction/ 

• http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/rs/go
d/knowledgerev1.shtml 

Punishment Corporal punishment Capital punishment Law Human rights justice
reformation  innocent morals ethics criminal prison guilty 

trials jury judge Police Treason           murder

Points for the death penalty:
- Preventing others getting harmed, 
putting others of committing the crime
- The large costs of prisons 
- An eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth – if 
you take someone's life should you loose 
your life? 
Some examples of where the death 
penalty is 
used. China USA

India Russia

Prisons have four major purposes: retribution, incapacitation, deterrence and rehabilitation. 
Retribution means punishment for crimes against society. Taking away criminals’ 

freedom is a way of making them pay a debt to society for their crimes.
Incapacitation refers to the removal of criminals from society so that they can no 

longer harm innocent people. 
Deterrence means the prevention of future crime. It is hoped that prisons provide 

warnings to people thinking about committing crimes, and that the possibility of going to 
prison will discourage people from breaking the law. 

Rehabilitation refers to activities designed to change criminals into law abiding 
citizens in the future.  Prisons try to offer education so prisoners can succeed when the leave.

Points against the use of the death plenty:
-What if the person was innocent?
-What if it was an accidental crime?
-If you kill someone for serious committing 
a crime then you should be killed – it never 
ends. 

Some examples of where the death 
penalty is not used.

UK France Germany

Key concept 3: Should we use the death penalty (Capital punishment) for serious crimes? 

What is a criminal?
Why do people commit crimes?

A person who has committed
a crime. -Opportunity

-Greed
-Power
- A person’s psychological make 
-Poverty ( being poor)
-Boredom

What is crime? 

An action which breaks the 
law and is punishable. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/geography/natural_hazards/hurricanes_rev3.shtml


Subject: History Term: 1 Topic: The Tudors

Key vocabulary to define and learn:

Key concept 1: Who were the Tudors? Key concept 2: Main Issues during the Tudor period

Websites and further reading:
• http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/timeline/tudors.htm

• http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/topics/zynp34j

• http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks3/history/tudors_stuarts/reform
ation/revision/4/

• http://www.historyonthenet.com/the-tudors-monarchs/ 

Tudor Succession Religion Reformation Church of England Protestants Catholic

beheaded Divorced heir Reign Rule

The Reformation
Henry VIII broke away from the Catholic Church in 
Rome and closed the monasteries. To help him in his 
struggle with the Catholic Church, Henry needed help 
from Protestants. He then created the Church of 
England which he became the leader of. Although the 
reformation started with Henry VIII but his children 
kept changing the religion of the country from 
Protestant to Catholic and back again!

Key concept 3: Catholic Vs. Protestant 

Who were the Tudors?
The Tudors were a Welsh-English family that 
ruled England and Wales from 1485 to 1603. 
The Tudors ruled for 118 years 
and Tudor England saw two of the strongest 
monarchs ever to sit on the English throne: 
King Henry VIII and his daughter Queen 
Elizabeth I.

1. Succession – Henry VIII only son died 
early, the age of the Queen regnant 
was born!

2. Religion – Henry VIII wanted to 
divorce his first wife, but the Catholic 
Church and the Pope wont let him. So 
Henry changes the ENTIRE church to 
suit his needs… The Protestant 
Church of England is created.

http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/timeline/tudors.htm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/geography/natural_hazards/hurricanes_rev3.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/geography/natural_hazards/hurricanes_rev3.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/geography/natural_hazards/hurricanes_rev3.shtml


Subject: Spanish Term: 1 Topic: Viva 2; Módulo 1 – Mis vacaciones (My holidays)

Key Content 3 – El ultimo día (The last 
day)

Adding detail and describing with narrative. Connecting ideas.
HIGHER LEVEL AND COMPLEXITY
Describing a particular day and sequencing events

Key Vocabulary (See Textbook pages 25 & 25) For revision you need to be able to understand all the texts on the double pages 

Practise vocabulary at home and/or with a friend at school
Tick off the modules above as you complete them, and make sure you can still do these topics for the End of Unit test. Look over your learning and complete anything missing at home each 
week:  Look, cover, write, check…
You need: Questions □ Countries □ Transport□ People you go with □ Past activities (at least with ‘I’) □ The verb TO GO ‘IR’ (past & present) □ Excalmation/opinion □ Sequence □
High Frequency Words: voy (I go), Fui (I went), Fue (it was), Me gusto (I liked it), con (with), Dónde (where), Cómo (how), Además (also/moreover), a/ al (to), en (in/by)

Key Content 1 – De vacaciones (On 
holiday)

Asking and answering questions about a holiday in the 
past. Revise parts of speech

Countries, Transport, Opinions

The verb ‘IR’ (to go) in the past (preterite) tense

Key Content 2 – ¿Qué hiciste? (What 
did you do?)

Using past tense regular verbs – conjugation and revision 
of how verbs work – 2 tenses.

Adding detail and describing a holiday in the past

Understanding several free time activities to say what you 
did

Websites and further reading:
Search on www.quizlet.com for ‘Viva 2, M1’ or 
‘vacaciones’
Use the first module in your textbook and on 
www.pearsonactivelearn.com
Use www.linguascope.com and the password your 
teacher gives you to practise and play language games

Key Content 4 – ¿Cómo te fue? 
(How was it?)
Use Higher Order Thinking (HOT) phrases
Using the verb ‘to be’ (SER) in the past (preterite) 
tense
Using idiomatic phrasing to give justified opinions in 
the past.

Activities
 Taking part in a dialogue asking and answering questions in the 

past
 Matching and adapting questions and answers
 Creating and delivering a presentation about your holidays in 

groups and assessing peers with success criteria
 Complex Reading comprehension, understadning a past 

description
 Spotting past and present when used together
 Creating a diary entry/written narrative description

http://www.quizlet.com/
http://www.pearsonactivelearn.com/
http://www.linguascope.com/


YEAR 8 SPANISH
Term 1

Mis Vacaciones
My Holidays

Remember – you can use Quizlet & Active Learn to practise.
You also need to learn key verbs.
You can also record and learn more vocabulary too – think of 
other words you may want to use on the topic. 



Subject: Art Term: 1 Topic: Illustrative Portraits

Key vocabulary to define and learn
Proportions                 Angles                     Style                          Expression

Highlight              Shadow                 Light Source
Tone                  Form              Colour Gradient              

Websites and further reading:

BBC Bitesize: http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/art/practicalities/elementsofart4.shtml

Pinterest: Search “illustration character” 

Artists: Quentin Blake, Perry Maple, Axel Scheffler, Chris Riddell

Youtube: Dan Beardshaw https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o3FKF9hp7-U

Key question 3: How to you create skin tone?

Key  question 2: How to construct the face?  Key question 1: What is Illustration?

Illustration Challenge:
Use the skills you are practicing in lessons to produce an illustration inspired by the word 
DREAMS. This can include an original character, setting/ background or typography. It can be 
created using your preferred method but must show an awareness of the skills on this page.
If you wish to partake entries must be submitted to Miss Garrett by the last day of term. 

An illustration is a decoration, 
interpretation or visual explanation of a 
text, concept or process. This is done 
though a variety of media and styles. 
Who is your favorite Illustrator? What is 
it that you like about their work?

During this term you will learn the Andrew Loomis method 
of drawing the face. This techniques uses shapes and 
proportions to create a map of the face in which features 
can be placed.

Using your knowledge of facial construction in year 7 can 
you label/draw the features positioned on each line?

Challenge: Can you use your maths knowledge to work out 
the proportions used?

Colour Gradient is a technique which you will be familiar 
with. This term we will apply that knowledge to creating 
skin tones. Key skills are
• Build up light layers of colours.
• Use curved movements to create form.
Watch this video to help with you understand these 
techniques. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hz_uOxWX96s&t=40
8s
Can you practice these skills using this illustration? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o3FKF9hp7-U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hz_uOxWX96s&t=408s


Subject: Drama Term: 1 Topic: Introduction to Drama

Key vocabulary

Still Image Facial Expressions Mime Body Language Thought 
Tracking Levels Pace Projection Timing

Websites and further reading:
BBC Bitesize:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zxpc2hv/revision/1

Youtube: History of Drama https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yzcxd8tsJ3Q

Youtube: The Importance of Drama (Transferable Skills)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q3DGHtpuV28

Key Concept 3: Communicating A Character

Key Concept 2: Using the Stage
Key Concept 1: Developing Theatrical Skills

Performance Challenge: 
Create a short performance using a range of theatrical skills based on the theme of 
your choice. You must develop believable characters using physical and vocal skills. 
You will have an opportunity to perform your work in the last week of term at a 
Lunchtime Showcase.

Key Terminology
• Upstage Right
• Upstage Centre
• Upstage Left
• Centre Stage Right
• Centre Stage
• Centre Stage Left
• Downstage Right
• Downstage Centre
• Downstage Left
• Audience

Physical Skills: body language, posture, gesture, co-ordination, stillness, timing, control; facial expression; 
eye contact, listening, spatial awareness; interaction with other performers

Vocal Skills: pace, pause, timing and projection

Still Image: is a frozen picture which communicates meaning.

Mime: Actors use gestures, facial expressions and body language in an exaggerated 
manner to communicate meaning.

Thought Tracking: a character steps out of a scene to address the audience about how 
they are feeling. This provides a deeper insight into the character for an audience.

Cross Cutting: a device to move between two or more scenes in the space at the same 
time. The action of part of the scene will remain in a still image while the other scene 
comes to life. You can move backwards and forwards between separate locations at the 
same time.

Hundreds of years ago stages were 
raked. This means that the back of the 
stage was higher than the front. The 
audience would be seated or standing 
on a flat level which mean the whole 
stage could be seen. How does this 
differ to modern day stages? What 
other types of staging do we use in 
modern theatre?

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zxpc2hv/revision/1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yzcxd8tsJ3Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q3DGHtpuV28


Subject: Computer Science Term: 1 Topic: Organisation on the web

Key vocabulary to define and learn:
World Wide Web Internet Spiders Reliability Validity

Cloud computing Bias

Websites and further reading:

What is the World Wide Web: http://www.bbc.co.uk/guides/z2nbgk7

What is cloud computing: http://www.bbc.co.uk/webwise/guides/what-is-cloud-computing

Mozilla X-Ray Goggles: https://goggles.mozilla.org

1.1.1 Understanding the World Wide Web
1.1.2 Searching the internet effectively; developing advanced search skills and 
understanding the difference between a browser and search engines. Understanding 
search results, the use of spiders in a search,  recommending search techniques to 
others. 

1.1.3 Reliability of websites; investigating the reliability validity and bias 
demonstrated on websites, using Mozilla Goggles google chrome plug-in to edit the 
appearance of a website
1.1.4 Cloud computing; safety, advantages and disadvantages of cloud computing

1.2.1 Using the internet to solve problems; understanding the processes involved in solving an 
internet research task
1.2.2 Internet research challenge; Band world tour. 
1.2.3 Presenting the results of an internet research project; development of and use of 
presentation skills to an audience.

Key topic 1.1: Organisation on the web Key  topic 1.2: Using the internet to solve problems

http://www.bbc.co.uk/guides/z2nbgk7
http://www.bbc.co.uk/webwise/guides/what-is-cloud-computing
https://goggles.mozilla.org/


Subject: PE Year 8 Term: 1 Topic: Football

Websites, further reading and local information. 

Football Rules -
http://news.bbc.co.uk/sport1/hi/football/rules_and_equipment/default.s
tm

England’s u17 World Cup Triumph -
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sRxsW91x0Rg

Rugby Refereeing Hand Signals -
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bfLZmDXQcUs

Key Words

Offside Man-marking Zonal marking Jockeying Positions   

Key Skills

• Passing – both feet. Long, short, chipped, driven, lofted passes.
• Dribbling – both feet and at speed.
• Shooting – both feet. Long and short shots. 
• Tackling – safely and effectively (in game situations)
• Movement – with and without the ball, creating space, tactics. 
• Positioning – defence and attack. Marking. 
• Control – aerial control.
• Leadership – Refereeing, coaching, organising. 

The Game of Football
Football, also called association football or soccer, game in which two teams 
of 11 players, using any part of their bodies except their hands and arms, try 
to maneuver the ball into the opposing team’s goal. Only the goalkeeper is 
permitted to handle the ball and may do so only within the penalty area 
surrounding the goal. The team that scores more goals wins. Football is the 
world’s most popular ball game in numbers of participants and spectators. 
Simple in its principal rules and essential equipment, the sport can be played 
almost anywhere, from official football playing fields (pitches) to gymnasiums, 
streets, school playgrounds, parks, or beaches. Football’s governing body, the 
Fédération Internationale de Football Association (FIFA), estimated that at the 
turn of the 21st century there were approximately 250 million football players 
and over 1.3 billion people “interested” in football; in 2010 a combined 
television audience of more than 26 billion watched football’s premier 
tournament, the quadrennial month-long World Cup finals.

Leadership in Football
Leadership will be an integral part of the Year 8 curriculum for learners at WPS. Leadership might broadly be 
considered the behavioural process of influencing individuals and groups towards set goals. In sport and 
exercise, leadership includes; making decisions, motivating participants, giving feedback, establishing 
interpersonal relationships, and directing the group or team confidently. Leadership will be developed in 
Football through learners taking on different roles such as; coaches, umpires, motivators and organisers.

http://news.bbc.co.uk/sport1/hi/football/rules_and_equipment/default.stm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sRxsW91x0Rg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bfLZmDXQcUs


Subject: PE Year 8 Term: 1 Topic: Handball

Websites, further reading and local information. 

Handball Rules
http://www.sportsknowhow.com/team-handball/rules/team-handball-
rules.html

Handball Highlights
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IFhvnmX__aE

Olympic Handball
https://www.olympic.org/handball

Handball Refereeing https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=69Ap8WsenXc

Key Words

Outwitting Blocking Combination Fake Run Rebound Man marking

Key Skills

• Passing – Variety of passes; short, long, driven, bounce, overarm.  
• Intercepting – anticipating where the ball is going.
• Movement – with and without the ball. Tactics.
• Catching – both hands and one hand.
• Shooting – high and low. Variety of speeds and angles.
• Positioning – attacking and defending
• Leadership – Refereeing, coaching, organising.

The Game of Handball

Handball is a team sport played by two male or female teams. The players are 
allowed to handle and throw the ball using their hands, but they must not 
touch the ball with their feet. The objective of the game is to score and avoid 
getting goals. The team that scores more goals in a given period of time wins 
the match.
Handball is a hybrid game which has adopted aspects of its game from other 
well known sports – can you think of them?

Leadership in Handball
Leadership will be an integral part of the Year 8 curriculum for learners at WPS. Leadership might broadly be 
considered the behavioural process of influencing individuals and groups towards set goals. In sport and 
exercise, leadership includes; making decisions, motivating participants, giving feedback, establishing 
interpersonal relationships, and directing the group or team confidently. Leadership will be developed in 
Handball through learners taking on different roles such as; coaches, umpires, motivators and organisers.

http://www.sportsknowhow.com/team-handball/rules/team-handball-rules.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IFhvnmX__aE
https://www.olympic.org/handball
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=69Ap8WsenXc


Subject: PE Year 8 Term: 1 Topic: Netball

Websites, further reading and local information. 

Netball Rules - http://www.simplenetball.co.uk/netball-rules/

Northamptonshire Netball Clubs -
http://www.northamptonshiresport.org/find-a-
club?query=netball&type=&gender=&disability=&sport=&radius=20&loca
tion=NN5+5DW&submit=Filter

Netball Refereeing Hand Signals -
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o5wBDh4tpQc

Key Words

Positioning Court Markings Contact Centre Pass Offside Dodging

Key Skills

• Passing – bounce, chest, shoulder
• Intercepting – anticipating where passes are going.
• Footwork - pivoting
• Movement – without the ball.
• Shooting – short and long
• Marking – tactically.
• Positioning – GK, GD, WA, WD, C, GA, GS
• Leadership – Refereeing, coaching, organising. 

The Game of Netball
Netball is a ball sport played between two teams of seven players. The sport 
derived from early versions of basketball, and is similar to it in many respects. 
Netball developed as a distinct sport in the 1890s in England, from where it 
spread to other countries. It is popular in many Commonwealth nations and is 
predominantly played by women.
Games are played on a rectangular court divided into thirds, with a raised goal 
at each short end. The object of the game is for teams to score goals, by 
passing a ball and shooting it into their team's goal ring. Players are assigned 
"positions" that define their role within the team and restrict their movement 
on court. During general play, a player with the ball can take no more than one 
step before passing it, and must pass the ball or shoot for goal within three 
seconds. Goals can only be scored by the assigned shooting players. Top level 
netball games are 60 minutes long and divided into 15-minute quarters, at the 
end of which the team with the most goals scored wins.

Leadership in Netball
Leadership will be an integral part of the Year 8 curriculum for learners at WPS. Leadership might broadly be 
considered the behavioural process of influencing individuals and groups towards set goals. In sport and 
exercise, leadership includes; making decisions, motivating participants, giving feedback, establishing 
interpersonal relationships, and directing the group or team confidently. Leadership will be developed in 
Netball through learners taking on different roles such as; coaches, umpires, motivators and organisers.

http://www.simplenetball.co.uk/netball-rules/
http://www.northamptonshiresport.org/find-a-club?query=netball&type=&gender=&disability=&sport=&radius=20&location=NN5+5DW&submit=Filter
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o5wBDh4tpQc


Subject: PE Year 8 Term: 1 Topic: OAA

Websites, further reading and local information. 

Newcomer’s guide to orienteering -
https://www.britishorienteering.org.uk/newcomers_guide

Orienteering skills and techniques -
http://www.4orienteering.com/orienteering_techniques/

Orienteering Courses near you -
https://www.britishorienteering.org.uk/pocs

Key Words

4 figure and 6 figure Grid references Control points Attack point Aiming off

Key Skills

• Team work - in pairs or small groups.
• Map reading – thumbing and turning.
• Communication – in pairs or small groups.
• Decision making – which checkpoint to go to first.
• Distance marking – understanding distances between checkpoints.
• Symbol understanding – reading the key to help you.

Orienteering

Orienteering is an exciting and challenging outdoor sport that exercises mind 
and body.
The aim is to navigate between control points marked on an orienteering map.
In competitive orienteering the challenge is to complete the course in the 
quickest time choosing your own best route.

As a recreational activity, it doesn’t matter how young, old or fit you are, as 
you can run or walk making progress at your own pace on the courses planned 
to suit you.
Orienteering is a fulfilling sport for runners and walkers of all ages who want 
to test themselves mentally as well as physically or who want to add variety to 
their leisure activities.

Leadership in OAA

Leadership will be an integral part of the Year 8 curriculum for learners at WPS. Leadership might broadly be 
considered the behavioural process of influencing individuals and groups towards set goals. In sport and 
exercise, leadership includes; making decisions, motivating participants, giving feedback, establishing 
interpersonal relationships, and directing the group or team confidently. Leadership will be developed in OAA 
through learners taking on different roles such as; organisers, leading small activities and team building.

https://www.britishorienteering.org.uk/newcomers_guide
http://www.4orienteering.com/orienteering_techniques/
https://www.britishorienteering.org.uk/pocs


Subject: PE Year 8 Term: 1 Topic: Rugby

Websites, further reading and local information. 

Rugby Rules -
http://news.bbc.co.uk/sport1/hi/rugby_union/rules_and_equipment/420
0680.stm

England’s World Cup Triumph -
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CqswfjkPm2k

Rugby Refereeing Hand Signals -
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bfLZmDXQcUs

Nigel Owens - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0d7oy8F4FgQ

Key Words

Turnover Off their feet Crossing Offside Blindside Positions   

Key Skills

• Passing – both off your right and left hands. Long, short, spin and pop 
passes.

• Tackling – safely and effectively (in game situations)
• Movement – with and without the ball, switch plays, tactics. 
• Ball presentation – during tackling and once tackled.
• Rucking – in isolation and competitively, counter-rucking.
• Jackling - in isolation and competitively.
• Positioning – forwards and backs.
• Leadership – Refereeing, coaching, organising. 

The Game of Rugby

Rugby at WPS will be enjoyable and fun sport for all learners, both boys and 
girls. Throughout the year each learner will be taught Rugby on the curriculum 
and each learner will have the opportunity to participate in Rugby during 
extra-curricular activities. 
The Rugby World Cup is the third biggest sporting event on the planet, and 
this success on the global stage is only possible because of the thriving school, 
university and club competitions in England and around the world.
One of the reasons for rugby’s rapid growth is that regardless of size, shape, 
age or gender, there is a type of rugby and a level of competition that is right 
for almost everyone.
While the conventional 15-a-side version of the sport makes the headlines, 
sevens, and touch are also thriving across England and in schools.

Leadership in Rugby
Leadership will be an integral part of the Year 8 curriculum for learners at WPS. Leadership might broadly be 
considered the behavioural process of influencing individuals and groups towards set goals. In sport and 
exercise, leadership includes; making decisions, motivating participants, giving feedback, establishing 
interpersonal relationships, and directing the group or team confidently. Leadership will be developed in 
Rugby through learners taking on different roles such as; coaches, umpires, motivators and organisers.

http://news.bbc.co.uk/sport1/hi/rugby_union/rules_and_equipment/4200680.stm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CqswfjkPm2k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bfLZmDXQcUs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0d7oy8F4FgQ

