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National Skills Day 

Container Upcycle Challenge 

We are excited to invite you to take part in the National Skills Day on 20th May – it’s going to be great 

fun whilst building confidence and an important connection for everyone at this time. In this task, we 

would like you to consider the plethora of skills required in the design industry:  

Thousands of 40ft containers travel around the world every year and some become unfit for their 

journeys so need to be scrapped. Get creative and think of ways you could use a shipping container to 

help solve a problem anywhere in the UK – that can be exported across the country and the world. 

Careers 

This type of problem is explored by many different areas of industry, such as: architects, interior designers, 

marketing, graphic design, engineers; energy engineers, environmental engineers, mechanical engineers, and 

many more… 

What should I think about? 

 What real-world problem does your idea solve, and how can it help people, society or the planet? 

 Think about the brand name you could use and how your could market your idea. 

 Design an exterior paint scheme and décor that will make your idea welcoming and appropriate for its 

surroundings and purpose. 

 Think about the internal connectivity – electricity, water, internet and the layout inside. Can the power 

be renewable – eg a private wind turbine or solar panels? 

 Can multiple containers be connected together to make a bigger structure(s)? Will this actually be 

beneficial to it’s purpose? 

Some ideas to get you started:  

 Lack of affordable housing 

 Ageing Population 

 Loneliness in older adults 
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 Homelessness 

 Lack of youth club facilities 

 Access to fitness equipment 

 Access to health services 

 Rural childcare service 

You can produce drawings, plans, 

posters or descriptions.  

 

Why is the design industry in the UK so successful? 

 The UK has the second-largest design sector in the world and the largest design industry in Europe.  

 

 The UK is recognised for the high quality of its designers. It is one of the most established design 

industries in the world, building on design and innovation dating back to the Royal Society of Arts’ 

support of open innovation in the mid-18th century and the great industrial designers and innovators 

of the first Industrial Revolution, including Stephenson, Brunel and Telford.  

 

 The UK applies for the most trademarks within Europe and ranks fourth in the world for number of 

applications. 

 

 The UK ranks fourth in the world for design exports and exports 50 per cent more design than it 

imports. Ninety per cent of British design businesses say their main competition comes from within 

the UK. 

 

 The UK has an internationally acclaimed infrastructure that includes strong cultural assets such as the 

Design Council, the Victoria and Albert Museum, the Design Museum and world-class courses at 

universities. 

 

 


