
 
 

Reception Starting School Booklet 
 

This booklet will provide you with useful information about your child starting school and their 

first year at Wootton Park School.  

  

If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact us on 

info@woottonparkschool.org.uk  

 

Nursery Visits 

In June, the teachers will visit the pre-schools and nurseries within Northampton. This allows us 

to exchange important information with your child’s key worker that will support the transition 

into school.  If you have not already informed us of your child’s current setting then please 

contact the school office on 01604 931139. 

 

Stay and Play Sessions 

The ‘Stay and Play’ session allows your child to become familiar with their new school, 

especially the reception base. It is a chance for you and your child to experience what happens in 

the classroom and join in with some of the activities. It is also a chance for you to get to meet the 

reception staff.  

 

Our Stay and Play sessions will take place on Monday 24th June, Tuesday 25th, Monday 1st July 

and Tuesday 2nd July. These sessions will be one hour long (09:30 – 10:30 or 13.00 – 14.00). 

Spaces are limited to 8 per session.  You can choose which session to attend by using our online 

booking system. To book please visit www.schoolinterviews.co.uk and enter code yc674.  

 

Parents are required to remain with their child for this visit so that you can enjoy your first 

session at school together.  Please may we politely ask that siblings do not attend this session. 

 

Transfer Day 

Transfer Day is an exciting day where your child will get to experience the reception base with 

other members of their class exclusively to themselves. There will be two sessions available on 

this day, one morning and one afternoon. Transfer Day allows children the opportunity to build 

valuable links with the staff as well as developing a sense of security at school. These sessions 

will last for 2.5 hours and children will attend by themselves. Morning sessions will take place 

between 09:00 – 11.30 (Group A) and afternoon sessions will take place between 12:45 – 15:15 

(Group B).  These sessions have been allocated by the school and details of which session your 

child will be attending is enclosed within this pack. 

 

Transfer day will take place on Monday 8th July. 

 

Play and Meet the Teachers 

There will be an opportunity to meet the class teachers and staff of Wootton Park School during 

the summer holidays. This will take place at East Hunsbury library on the following date and 

times: 

 

 Thursday 29th August (10:00 – 12:00) 

 Thursday 29th August (13:00 – 15:00) 

 

 

Please feel free to drop in at any point during these times.  
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Home Visits 

Home visits will take place from Wednesday 4th to Monday 9th September.  It is a chance for the 

Reception staff to get to know your child in an environment that they feel safe and secure.  Home 

visits will last approximately 20 minutes and these need to be booked in advance using our online 

booking system. To book please visit www.schoolinterviews.co.uk and enter code kb36f. Please 

note that bookings will open on Tuesday 16th July. Please book a slot with your child’s named 

class teacher, you will receive this information on the Monday 15th July.  

 

Reception Base 

At Wootton Park School the two reception classes work together as one reception setting, 

therefore your child will be assigned a class teacher and a registration classroom. The children 

will use this to enter the setting in the morning and exit at the end of the day but will work with 

every adult within the reception unit. Our reception facilities allows all children to work closely 

together and they will have free flow between the two large indoor spaces and outdoor learning 

zone, thus creating a high quality learning environment. 

 

Your child will find out whose class they are in on Monday 15th July 2019. This will be sent via 

e-mail using the contact details you provided when registering your child for Wootton Park 

School.  

 

At the end of the reception year, the class teachers will create two classes for Year One, taking 

into account the following:  

 

 Friendships 

 Ability (this is to ensure we have a balance of abilities in each class) 

 Children that work well together 

 Gender split 

 Even spread of autumn, winter, spring and summer birthdays 

  

Induction Routines 
Starting school is a big step for children. Our gradual induction into school will enable your child 

to settle into school smoothly, even if they are used to being in full time day care. They will be 

meeting lots of new people and will be getting used to a new environment and new routines.  

 

Dates Information 

Wednesday 4th  September- Monday 9th September Home Visits 

Tuesday 10th  September to Friday 13th September Part Time Sessions. Your child will be allocated to 

Group A or Group B 

Group A –  08:45 – 11.30 

Group B – 12:30 – 15:15 

Monday 16th September Friday 20th September All children will stay for the morning session and 

lunch. 

08:45 – 13:30 

From Monday 23rd September   All children will attend school fulltime. 

08:45 – 15:15  

 

Your children will be attending school full time from Monday 23rd September.  The school day 

will be as follows: 

 

School gates open  08:35 

Start of school 08:45 

Playtime 10:20 – 10:40 

Lunchtime 12:00 – 13:00 

End of the school day 15:15 
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We believe communication is key between home and school. If you need to see your Class 

Teacher before the official school start time of 08:45, they will be in their classrooms from 08:35 

onwards. 

 

Lunchtimes  

For lunch, children have the choice of a hot dinner, which is prepared and cooked on site by our 

own catering team. There is also an option for children to bring a packed lunch from home if they 

wish. 

 

All children in Reception are entitled to free hot meals, which are provided free of charge through 

the Government scheme. Hot meals will need to be ordered in advance, on a termly basis. 

Information on how to do this will follow once your child has started school. 

 

The Reception Curriculum 

During the reception year the children will be learning through structured play and practical 

activities. The play within the classroom is both challenging and fun and it helps children develop 

a positive attitude towards learning for the rest of their school life. Children will work in different 

areas of the environment inside and outside, on the floor and at tables. The children will engage 

in a range of different everyday activities.  Some of these activities will take place in large 

groups, some in smaller groups and some individually. There will be a mix of adult led and child 

initiated activities. Children’s learning will be constantly monitored through observational 

assessment.  

 

There are seven areas of learning that shape the Early Years Curriculum. All areas of learning and 

development are important and inter-connected. The three prime areas are particularly crucial for 

igniting children’s curiosity and enthusiasm for learning, and for building their capacity to learn, 

form relationships and thrive. The three prime areas are:  

 

 Communication and Language 

 Physical Development 

 Personal, Social and Emotional Development. 

 

There are four specific areas through which the three prime areas are strengthened and applied. 

The specific areas are: 

 

 Literacy 

 Mathematics 

 Understanding the World 

 Expressive Arts and Design 

 

Tapestry and Home Learning 

Tapestry is an online journal that allows you to track the learning your child is doing at school. 

You will be able to see which activities your child likes to engage in along with what they are 

learning week to week. You will also be able to add snapshots into the journal yourself by 

creating observations. (Training and guidance will be given during an Information Evening in the 

autumn term). We will also be setting Home Challenges weekly on Tapestry that will enable you 

to see your child apply their newly learnt skills. 

 

Partnership with Parents 

We believe that when there is a strong link between home and school it has a positive impact on 

children’s learning and development. There is an open door policy so please feel free to come and 

talk to us or ask questions about any aspect of school life. 

 

 

 

 



Assessment 

Children are assessed in the Reception through informal observations.  These observations will be 

recorded in their online learning journal (Tapestry).  During these observations we will note down 

what your child is doing, how involved they are in the activity they have chosen and how they are 

interacting with the children around them. We will also assess this information against the 

Development Matters Framework.  Children will be formally assessed each term and will be 

given appropriate Next Steps to ensure good progress is made. 

 

Snack Time 
There will snack time during the day. Where children can help themselves to a piece of fruit and 

their water. Milk is available free of charge through school for under 5’s and any parent entitled 

to financial support via: pupil premium. It can also be purchased in school when your child turns 

5. This is a great way of encouraging healthy eating and independence as well as involving lots of 

personal and social skills.  

 

School Uniform 

School uniform can be purchased via the school shop. We will hold some stock in school but this 

will be limited so please order with this in mind. We are holding a uniform fitting day on 

Saturday 11th May 09:30 to 15:00. To book a time to try and order uniform, please visit 

www.schoolinterviews.co.uk and enter code vsqxr 

 

Personal Possessions 

Please could you make sure that all of your child’s clothes, including shoes, and other personal 

possessions are clearly labelled with their name.  

 

Please can we politely ask that all toys, teddy bears etc. remain at home. 

 

Reading Books   

At this stage of a child’s education it is vital that children see reading as a positive and enjoyable 

experience. They will be encouraged to bring a range of books home to share with parents. The 

children will be taught to read in school and will be bringing home a variety of activities to help 

with this.  

 

Information Evening 

We will hold an information session during Term 1 where will discuss the curriculum, everyday 

routines and how you can support your child at home academically. For example, guidance will 

be given on Tapestry, Phonics and Homework.  

 

Support  

If you receive one of the following benefits we may be able to support you financially with 

school activities or school related costs.   

 

 Income Support 

 Income based Job Seekers Allowance 

 Child Tax Credit Only  

 National Asylum Seekers Support 

 The Guaranteed element of State Pension Credit 

 Employment and Support Allowance (Income-Related) 

 

In order to do this you must register in one of the following ways: 

 

 By phone on, 01604 366656  

 Online at www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/freeschoolmeals  

 By Texting ‘FSM’ followed by your full name, National Insurance Number, your child’s 

name and school name to 60622.   
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If you need any support with this, please e-mail info@woottonparkschool.org.uk. We are only too 

willing to help. 

 

Any Questions 

We look forward to welcoming both you and your child to Wootton Park School. We believe that 

our school will offer a first-rate and unique place to learn, ensuring high levels of academic 

achievement and personal development for all and we are excited to be making this journey with 

you. 

 

If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact us at 

info@woottonparkschool.org.uk 

  

Quick View of Key dates 

 

Event Date 

Uniform Fitting Day Saturday 11th May 2019 

Nursery Visits June 2019 

Attend Stay and Play Session 
(Book using our electronic booking system) 

Monday 24th June, Tuesday 25th, Monday 1st July and 

Tuesday 2nd July. 

Transfer Day Monday 8th July 

Issue of letter stating your child’s named class 

teacher and House Group 

Monday 15th July 2019 

Book a Home Visit Slot.  
Please ensure you book an allocated slot with your named class 

teacher. 

Tuesday 16th July 2019 

Meet the Staff at East Hunsbury Library  Thursday 29th August: 

10.00 – 12:00 

13.00 – 15.00 

Home Visits 
(Book using our electronic booking system. Appointments can 

be booked from Tuesday 16th July) 

Wednesday 4th September- Monday 9th September 

Part Time sessions 

 

Tuesday 10th  September - Friday 13th September 

Group A –  08:45 – 11.30 

Group B – 12:30 – 15:15 

All children will stay for the morning session and 

lunch. 8:45am – 13.30pm  

Monday 16th September to Friday 20th September. 

All children will attend school fulltime.  From Monday 23rd September  

Information session to parents September – TBC 
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